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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Guests and Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear 

Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Ninth Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Committee of WHO’s Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA).  I 

wish to extend my continuing gratitude to the Government of Jordan and particularly the Ministry 

of Health for hosting the Centre in Amman, and to His Excellency Dr Hakem Sa’oud Al Qadhi, 

Minister of Health, for agreeing to inaugurate this meeting.  I would also like to thank our donors, 

in particular AGFUND, the Islamic Development Bank and the Arab Fund for Economic and 

Social Development, who have provided such excellent financial support over the years to 

address some of the important environmental health problems and issues facing Member States of 

our Region. Their continuous support and encouragement is acknowledged and greatly 

appreciated, and I hope we can further strengthen these important and fruitful partnerships in the 

future. 
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During its 18 years as the technical arm and information exchange unit for the 

environmental health programme of the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, 

CEHA has played a major role in the initiation and implementation of a wide range of projects 

and activities in the field of environmental health in the Region.  In accordance with its mandate, 

CEHA continues to support Member States, in close collaboration and coordination with the 

Regional Office, in institutional strengthening, capacity-building and development of the health 

and environmental components of national plans for sustainable development. Other important 

activities conducted by CEHA in support of Member States include: promotion of health and 

environment monitoring tools; development and promotion of guidelines, technical manuals and 

documents; dissemination of appropriate and reliable information; support to the establishment of 

regional networks of healthy cities and healthy villages; promotion of safe management and 

disposal of health care waste; promotion of food safety through HACCP and food irradiation; 

promotion of water security, safety and conservation and reuse approaches; promotion of healthy 

environments for children; and support to research, pilot and demonstration projects and special 

studies. CEHA has also strengthened and expanded its electronic information services and 

capabilities to Member States. 

 

 Each biennial meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee signifies an important 

milestone in the development of CEHA’s activities and capabilities.  It is in this forum that 

CEHA presents an account of its activities, achievements and problems during the closing 

biennium and also discusses with the Committee’s members its proposed plan of action for the 

coming biennium.  In this meeting we will be discussing several important challenges to health 

and the environment. It is projected that the rapid population growth we are experiencing in the 

Region will place greater pressure on our scarce and already strained water and arable land 

resources. Rapid urban growth, the push towards industrialization and increased use of chemicals 

in industry and agriculture will continue unabated, with resultant congestion, pollution and 

housing shortages and increased exposure to health risk from environmental sources. The 

problems of refugees and displaced populations resulting from various emergencies and crises 

continue to multiply in our region and CEHA has responded actively, especially to requests from 

the countries in greatest need.  For example during the recent Iraqi crisis in 2003, CEHA hosted 

the WHO Iraq office at its premises and provided the necessary logistical, administrative and 

technical support. It also took an active role in providing technical assistance and support on 

environmental health issues in the camps on the Jordan/Iraq borders.  
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In the least developed countries in the Region, the scourge of poverty and its detrimental 

effects on health and environment will continue to pose a formidable challenge. In the coming 

years we will have to pay special attention to water conservation, demand management and reuse, 

chemical safety, urbanization, pollution control, water supply and sanitation, health care waste 

management, air pollution and to the potential for emergencies and crises, which are 

unfortunately so common in our Region. It is our hope and desire that CEHA will continue to 

accommodate and adapt to the existing and emerging environmental health challenges in the new 

century, with all possible support from WHO and its dedicated donors. 

 

 As you are aware, CEHA’s regular budget in this and the previous biennium was reduced 

by almost 50% to accommodate other Regional Office programmes, such as the health economics 

post and associated activities, as well as due to overall WHO budget reductions. Therefore, the 

biggest challenge for CEHA will be to raise extrabudgetary funds, to explore other appropriate 

options to support its activities and to maintain its sustainability.  In this regard, the Regional 

Office has delegated extensive flexibility to CEHA to carry out its activities and operational 

functions as well as to raise extrabudgetary funds. 

  

 On this occasion, based on your many years of diverse and valuable experience in 

environmental health, I look forward to receiving your advice and concrete recommendations 

concerning the evolution of the role of CEHA in dealing with health and environmental 

challenges, the serious budgetary constraints it faces, and the increasing need for collaboration 

and activities with other United Nations agencies and international organizations in the years 

ahead. 

 

 We are indeed very grateful to you all for sparing your valuable time to be here. We will 

rely heavily on your advice for better and more effective performance from CEHA in its 

provision of services to Member States, and in promoting and protecting environmental health, 

which is a crucial element in achieving the goal of health for all.  I wish you a successful meeting 

and an enjoyable stay in this beautiful city of Amman. 

 


