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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Sixth meeting of the Technical Advisory 

Group for the Eradication of Poliomyelitis from Pakistan. I would like to express my continued 

gratitude to the TAG members for their participation and guidance in the fight to eradicate 

poliomyelitis from Pakistan, and from the Region as a whole. I would also like to commend the 

Federal Ministry of Health in Pakistan, as well as the many polio eradication partners in Pakistan, 

for their great commitment and effort towards the eradication goal.  
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Dear Colleagues, 

We continue to witness great achievements towards the goal of polio eradication in the 

Region. During 2002, four countries reported polio transmission. One of these countries, Somalia, 

has now not reported a case of polio for over one year, and continues to maintain good quality 

surveillance. We are hopeful that poliovirus transmission has ceased in Somalia. Two countries, 

Egypt and Afghanistan, experience low-level transmission of poliovirus, and interruption of 

transmission is at hand.  

The fourth country in our Region that continues to report polio is Pakistan. During 2003, 

Pakistan has continued to make progress towards polio eradication. Pakistan has maintained 

certification standard surveillance, and conducted multiple rounds of immunization activities. There 

has also been a substantial reduction in the genetic diversity of the circulating polioviruses. During 

the past several months, poliovirus transmission has been substantially reduced in Sindh, an area 

that had previously experienced intense transmission.  

We are all aware that during 2003 Pakistan has continued to report a substantial number of 

polio cases. At this critical moment, we should remember the progress that is being made, and not 

become discouraged by the number of cases reported. I have travelled throughout Pakistan and seen 

with my own eyes the committed and dedicated staff who are working in the field. It is such 

dedicated individuals – at all administrative levels – who are the keys to success. I commend your 

hard work. I am convinced that the national programme will succeed, and we will soon celebrate a 

wonderful success. 

Please accept my personal assurances that WHO will continue to support your efforts. Only 

by working together can we reach our goal, and WHO will do all that it can. I would also like to 

convey my gratitude to all the partners in the polio eradication programme in Pakistan. UNICEF, 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Rotary International, and WHO have all supported 

the programme since its initiation. Key partners also include the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA), the Government of Japan, the partnership of the World Bank, Rotary 

International, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and the United Nations Foundations. Together, the 

partners are providing the necessary technical and financial support for polio eradication activities.  
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In conclusion, I would like to thank you once again for your commitment and for taking the 

time from your busy schedules to attend this meeting. We look forward to receiving the TAG’s 

guidance on the conduct of polio eradication activities during 2003. With this advice and the 

commitment of the government and partners, I know that we will soon ensure that no child is ever 

crippled again by polio in Pakistan. 


