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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to talk to you today on the occasion of World AIDS Day for 2003. 

As you are aware, 750 000 people are estimated to be currently living with HIV 

infection in our Region. This large scale-spread of the epidemic over the past few years 

forces us to be more realistic in facing it. We must accelerate our response and act 

quickly to limit its spread. We must adopt new strategies in prevention and care to meet 

the needs of the growing number of people living with HIV/AIDS. Lastly, we need to 

change our attitudes towards the epidemic and towards those affected by it, so that our 

interventions become more effective. 
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Dear Friends 

The theme for this year’s, and last year’s, campaign is stigma and discrimination 

related to HIV/AIDS, which cause untold suffering to people living with HIV/AIDS 

everywhere they go, over and above the suffering they already face.  

If we try to explore the reason behind HIV-related stigma and discrimination, we 

find that it is largely due to fear. And this fear arises out of misunderstanding about the 

modes of transmission of the infection, its relation to socially unacceptable behaviours, 

and the belief that HIV is a fatal disease. However, it is well known now that the 

infection has very specific modes of transmission and is not transmitted by casual contact 

as part of daily life. Moreover, as new therapies have been introduced, HIV/AIDS is now 

regarded as a chronic disease that needs continuous treatment, rather than a fatal disease. 

We must therefore improve our efforts to control stigma and discrimination 

against people living with HIV/AIDS in our schools, workplaces, health facilities and 

throughout the community. Stigmatization of and discrimination against people living 

with HIV/AIDS are against our religious and cultural norms, are against humanity, and 

are major barriers preventing them from obtaining the care they need. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Before I end, I would like to refer to a WHO global target that originally stemmed 

from the concept of the right of people living with HIV/AIDS to have access to anti-

retroviral drugs. That target is to provide 3 million people in developing countries with 

antiretroviral drugs by the year 2005, known as “3 by 5”. WHO is committed to this 

target and will work to achieve it within the very tight time-frame set. In order to fulfil 

this ambitious target, we need the concerted efforts of all partners in the fight against 

HIV, including governments, communities, nongovernmental organizations and 

international bodies. I continue to look forward with hope that we can, with 

determination and open minds, control the spread of HIV/AIDS in our Region, and 

around the world, and care for those affected. 


