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Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to welcome you here today for the joint release by WHO and the 

Islamic Republic of Iran of the first country-specific inquiry in this Region. The release 

of this report is part of a strategy the Regional Office has been following for some time, 

which started with the release of the regional report Voice of truth dealing with the 

activities of the tobacco industry in the Region in general and more specifically in the 

Member States of the Gulf Cooperation Council. The strategy aims to use all possible 

tools to spread the health message and to contribute to the goal of health for all. 

 

  

 



As public health workers, it is essential now to take different approaches to 

defend public health; working in the public health sector is not merely a matter of 

providing health care, it is also about health protection and providing much-needed 

information to improve the health system in general. Recently public health has begun to 

go beyond stereotype policies and is moving towards the use of different legal and public 

opinion tools to protect people from deceipt and misleading propaganda.  

The right to informed decision-making was protected and promoted by the World 

Health Assembly Resolution (WHA54.18) of May 22, 2001, which calls for WHO to 

support Member States in conducting country-specific inquiries with regard to the 

activities of the tobacco industry in order to plan their public health policies and 

strategies accordingly. 

In our Region, despite continuous efforts to control tobacco, the prevalence of 

tobacco use is still increasing dramatically, especially among women and youth. In some 

of our Member States, the prevalence among women is as high as 29%. If we look at the 

facts, such as those presented in today’s document, we can see that tobacco consumption 

has been increasing because the tobacco industry has been promoting its deadly product 

both legally and illegally for decades. 

Bearing in mind that tobacco-related diseases are now killing more than 4 million 

people a year, we have no choice but to confront such tactics and strategies with firm, 

comprehensive policies, and to explore the possibility of using legal mechanisms to 

protect public health, including country-specific litigations and inquiries. Otherwise the 

official measures undertaken by governments will always be faced with such illegal 

action and will be seriously undermined, which will lead to disaster on the public health 

front. 

We have invited you all here today to share this document with you, a document 

that needs no introduction as it speaks for itself. The report clearly shows that the 

multinational tobacco companies not only dominate the routes for smuggled tobacco but 



also control the price of the smuggled products, and are developing very strong networks 

for smuggling.  

The situation described in the document is part of a bigger, global picture; our 

Region is only part of the world, and in many other areas, the tobacco industry dominates 

tobacco-smuggling activities.  

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the Iranian government for 

giving WHO the opportunity to assist and take part in carrying out such an inquiry. It will 

undoubtedly pave the way for more effective policies for tobacco control here in this 

country and elsewhere, and will generate more positive collaboration with other sectors 

to combat the tobacco epidemic. I would also like to thank the speakers in this conference 

who have made a great effort to be with us here today. 

 

 


