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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I have great pleasure in welcoming you to this intercountry meeting with partners 

and country teams on implementing managerial and technical best practices to improve 

reproductive health. 

At the outset I must express my deep sense of gratitude to our colleagues from the 

United States Agency for International Development, EngenderHealth, Intrah/Prime, 

Pathfinder, Johns Hopkins University and other international and UN agencies, which 

together with WHO have provided their support and contribution in bringing about this 

meeting.  
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Indeed, this meeting is a very special and important activity as it includes a galaxy 

of scientists and experts interested in developing a systematic approach that supports the 

introduction and use of evidence-based technical guidance for implementing best 

practices in reproductive health care, and they all have distinguished experience in this 

field. The occasion also brings together representatives of 10 partner agencies concerned 

with improving the performance of reproductive health service delivery, along with 

national reproductive health managers from countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. 

I view this meeting with special interest as it highlights a priority issue in 

reproductive health, focusing specifically on managerial and technical standards and 

practices. It is an excellent opportunity for full interaction with open and free discussions 

and exchange of information, experience and advice concerning the quality of the 

existing reproductive health services, which will enrich our knowledge and enable us to 

better meet the reproductive health needs of the Region. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The importance of reproductive health as an essential component of general 

health has been increasingly established in almost all countries of the Region. Hence, the 

need to integrate the existing fragmented services into the national health care system 

through a holistic approach to reproductive health is receiving special attention at both 

the regional and national levels. Specific focus has been placed on safe motherhood-

related programmes and activities, including antenatal, obstetric, postpartum and 

perinatal health care and family planning, as priority components of reproductive health 

in all countries of the Region. This is based on the fact that despite remarkable reduction 

in maternal mortality ratios in several Member States, the maternal death levels are still 

unacceptably high in some countries in the Region. According to national data reported to 

the Regional Office in 2000, the average maternal mortality ratio in the Region is 

estimated as high as 440 per 100 000 live births. This implies that 31% of the 515 000 

global maternal deaths take place in our Region. At the same time, despite substantial 

decrease in the number of infant deaths during the past decade, the number of babies who 
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were born dead or died in the neonatal period remained virtually unchanged, and 

constituted around 60% of infant deaths in the Region in 2000. 

In addition, other components are emerging as priority areas in the national 

programmes on reproductive health, including: reproductive tract infections, sexually 

transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, practices harmful to reproductive health such 

as female genital mutilation, reproductive health in adolescence and post-menopause, 

post-abortion medical complications, cancers of the reproductive system, premarital and 

genetic counselling and neonatal screening for inherited disorders, are all among these 

emerging priorities in countries of the Region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today we have a sophisticated array of reproductive health technologies and we 

have access to a considerable body of knowledge about the best ways to provide services. 

We now have better understanding of people's health-related behaviour, and we are 

increasingly aware of how policies and the broader social environment can support 

quality and access to reproductive health care. Nevertheless, some challenges still 

confront the development of reproductive health where the concept of integrated 

reproductive health care is only partially realized and still needs to be further advocated. 

In addition, national policies and strategies on reproductive health and research still need 

to be further strengthened in Member States. Information on major determinants of 

reproductive ill health throughout the life span is still inadequate and, when it is 

available, used too inefficiently to enable a strategic, evidence-based approach to 

reproductive health policy-making and planning at regional and country levels. 

The launch of WHO's Making Pregnancy Safer (MPS) initiative in 2000 was a 

significant step towards reducing maternal and neonatal ill health. The MPS philosophy 

is country-oriented, building on existing and successful efforts, supporting governments 

so as to determine clear and comprehensive national strategies, complemented by realistic 

action plans, and contributing to the best effective partnerships at both national and 

international levels in order to ensure strategy funding and support for implementation. 
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The adoption of the MPS strategy is expected to accelerate the reduction of maternal and 

neonatal morbidity and mortality through improvement of the availability, accessibility 

and utilization of essential maternal and neonatal health services and improvement of 

quality of these services. 

Dear colleagues, 

I would like to stress the need for consolidated efforts to work together with the 

national, as well as the concerned UN agencies and international and nongovernmental 

organizations, in order to make appropriate, accessible quality reproductive health care a 

reality for all men and women in the Region. I am confident that this meeting will 

achieve its objectives with admirable success and provide future direction to our activities 

in the crucial area of reproductive health care delivery. 

I wish you all the best in your efforts and a successful outcome to this meeting. 


