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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean, on the occasion of the Intercountry Meeting of Chairpersons of 

National Certification Committees and National Expert Groups of Polio Eradication 

Programmes. I would like to extend my deep thanks to all of you, the chairs and 

representatives of national certification committees and national expert groups from 

participating countries, the representative of the Regional Certification Commission and 

WHO staff from headquarters, for sparing the time and effort to attend this important 

meeting. 
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During the coming 3 days you will be briefed about progress made towards polio 

eradication globally and in the Region. You will also discuss in detail AFP surveillance as 

a crucial strategy in polio eradication as well as the process of certification. 

Dear Colleagues, 

This is the second meeting to the chairpersons of the national certification 

committees and the first meeting for national expert groups. This joint meeting was 

planned to discuss subjects of common interest and to clarify the terms of reference for 

each group and the relationships and mechanisms for coordination between them.  

In order to set the stage for your discussions I want to highlight a few points related 

to polio eradication. I am sure you are aware that in May 1988, the Forty-first World 

Health Assembly endorsed a resolution committing Member States and WHO to global 

eradication of poliomyelitis by the year 2000. In the same year, the Thirty-fifth Session of 

the Regional Committee of the Eastern Mediterranean endorsed the resolution and all 

Member States reaffirmed their commitment to this goal. Since then, the WHO Region of 

the Americas and Western Pacific Region were certified as polio-free and the European 

Region, which has been polio free since 1998, is expected to be certified this year. 

Considerable progress has been made towards polio eradication in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. Poliovirus transmission has been interrupted in 18 of the 23 

countries of the Region and the intensity and geographical extent of virus transmission 

continue to decrease rapidly in the remaining 5 countries. The total number of reported 

polio cases decreased from 505 in 2000 to 140 in 2001 

The success we are witnessing is a result of extensive efforts by national authorities 

and the global partnership and support provided by WHO, UNICEF, Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, Rotary International and other partners. 

Efforts have included the organization and implementation of supplemental 

immunization activities, including national immunization days. The quality of 

immunization campaigns has improved substantially over time through implementing 

house-to-house vaccination, emphasizing high-risk areas and improving planning and 
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supervision in order to reach every child. These campaigns, together with improved routine 

immunization, have resulted in the interruption of virus transmission in most of the 

countries of the Region. 

Another very important strategy in polio eradication is surveillance for acute 

flaccid paralysis, which is the compass that directs immunization efforts, documents 

progress towards polio eradication and finally provides the proof of cessation of virus 

transmission in countries. All countries of the Region now have well established 

surveillance systems, even those countries ravaged by war and conflict. I am pleased to 

note that all countries of the Region also have good quality surveillance and that they are 

all using the virological scheme for classification of cases, which means that all countries 

should have actively functioning expert groups to help in case classification 

Dear Colleagues, 

In parallel to the eradication activities, the regional activities for certification of 

poliomyelitis eradication are gaining momentum. Reports from 12 countries have been 

submitted by national certification committees and have been reviewed and accepted by 

the Regional Certification Commission. This means that some of you have passed through 

the process of preparing national documentation, and will be requested during this meeting 

to share your experience with colleagues from other countries who will be preparing their 

country reports in the near future. In addition all countries are requested to continue to 

provide annual updates until regional and global eradication is achieved. You will also be 

briefed on the regional plan for laboratory containment of wild virus and infectious 

materials and the plans for preparedness for poliovirus importation, which represent part of 

the required activities and documentation for certification.  

Dear Colleagues, 

I am most grateful to all of you, who have accepted tremendous responsibilities by 

serving on the National Certification Committees or National Expert Groups for your 

countries, and I wish you a fruitful meeting and a comfortable and enjoyable stay in Cairo. 


