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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the third meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for the poliomyelitis eradication programme of Afghanistan and 

Pakistan, and to express my gratitude for your continued participation and guidance in the 

fight to eradicate poliomyelitis in these two priority countries. 

When we met last time the two countries, particularly Afghanistan, were facing a 

very complex situation which has influenced the programme operation to a very large 

extent. Despite this, it has been possible to conduct the second round of the National 

Immunization Days as planned. I am very pleased and proud to note that both the 
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Afghanistan and Pakistan programmes have continued to make tremendous progress as 

evidenced by the sustained pattern of decrease in the number and geographic distribution 

of poliomyelitis cases. 

I must, however, indicate that the poliomyelitis eradication programme in 

Afghanistan is of major concern. Surveillance needs to be re-established in many parts of 

Afghanistan. This requires the necessary priority to be given to polio. It is hoped that all 

partners, including the office of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, all UN 

agencies and the government will ensure that the job of polio eradication from 

Afghanistan is completed in a timely manner so that the regional and global targets are 

achieved on time. 

During the 6 months since your last meeting, only two confirmed cases of 

poliomyelitis were reported from Afghanistan one in December 2001 and one in February 

2002. The surveillance programme is getting back into shape with information continuing 

to flow in a normal way. I wish in this respect to acknowledge the devotion and 

commitment of the national staff and the support given by international staff. 

In Pakistan, I am pleased to note that the resurgence seen last year during the fall 

transmission season in some districts has come to an end, and following the five cases in 

January, and four in February, only one confirmed case was discovered in March of this 

year. 

Preliminary results from the synchronized Spring rounds of NID in both 

Afghanistan and Pakistan indicate excellent achievements. They were conducted house to 

house and with improved supervision and monitoring. You will have a chance to hear 

about that in detail during your meeting. I sincerely hope that these rounds will 

significantly inhibit further transmission of the wild virus and that the planned Fall NID 

rounds will stop transmission in the two countries. 

We have continued to provide the two programmes with the technical support 

needed, both international and national, and with the necessary logistics support. I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all our partners, particularly the Centers for Disease 
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Control and Prevention (CDC), Rotary International, the UN Foundation, the UK 

Department for International Development (DFID) and Government of the Netherlands 

for making available to the programme the necessary funds and technical experts. We 

have recruited during 2002 for Afghanistan 3 long-term staff, 6 STCs for 11 months, 3 

STCs for shorter periods, and 86 nationals. For Pakistan the corresponding figures are 4 

long-term staff, 15 STCs for 11 months, 11 STCs for shorter periods with 4 more under 

recruitment, and 111 nationals. We will soon field a Medical Officer to lead the team in 

NWFP. 

We are very encouraged by the continued progress in polio eradication in both 

countries and are determined to continue to push forward to meet the goal of ending 

transmission before the end of 2002. 

I look forward to your views and recommendations to help the programmes to 

achieve the targets and it remains for me to wish you a successful meeting. 

 


