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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It is a pleasure to welcome you all to this Fifth Interregional Meeting on the Tuberculosis 

Control Initiative in the countries of the Horn of Africa. I wish to extend my sincere thanks to 

the Government of Djibouti for their kind offer to host this meeting, and to His Excellency the 

Minister of Health for honouring us with his presence today. I am also glad to welcome 

participants and colleagues not only from countries of our Region but also from countries of 

the African Region.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Many of us who are here today have attended the previous meetings on this subject, and 

therefore there is no need to reiterate the background and activities of the Horn of Africa 

Tuberculosis Control Initiative (or HATCI). This is the first interregional tuberculosis control 

initiative to deal with the common problems in the participating countries, particularly control 

of tuberculosis among mobile populations. In this connection, it is important to understand 
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why we are holding this fifth meeting of the Initiative here in Djibouti. There are three 

reasons for this.  

 

The first reason is that Djibouti was the site of the second meeting of the Initiative, in 

April 1997, in which we developed the standardized technical procedures for the management 

of cross-border tuberculosis patients and the standardized cross-border patient transfer form. 

The procedures and the form are the basis of our collaborative activities on cross-border 

activities. It is always valuable to revisit the place where our main activities began. 

 

The second reason is that Djibouti is the place to which a large number of tuberculosis 

patients from neighbouring countries come for treatment. Almost 50% of the registered cases 

of tuberculosis in Djibouti originated in Somalia, Eritrea or Ethiopia. Djibouti has a 

prominent role in cross-border tuberculosis control in the region. It is always productive to 

visit the hot spot of a problem. 

 

The third, and most important, reason for holding the meeting in Djibouti is that the 

government here has started exploring possibilities in introducing the standardized technical 

procedures and transfer form in border areas in collaboration with neighbouring countries. 

This is also the reason why a field visit is planned during this meeting. It is always vital to go 

to where the action is taking place. 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

I would like to emphasize that what matters most in the Horn of Africa Tuberculosis 

Control Initiative is whether the recommended activities are taking place. We have developed 

technical procedures as well as collaborative action plans to implement the procedures during 

our previous meetings on the Initiative. However, our recommendations may not mean 

anything if they are not introduced in the field to solve the problems of our patients.  

 

In this regard, this meeting is critical for the real success of HATCI. There are four 

objectives to achieve in the meeting. These are: to monitor the implementation of the 

recommendations made in the previous meeting on the Initiative, held in Nairobi in 

September 1999; monitor the implementation of the joint plans of action on tuberculosis 
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control for border areas; visit health facilities in Djibouti that carry out cross-border 

tuberculosis control activities; and prepare/revise a plan of action for promotion of the 

Initiative in the participating countries. 

 

I sincerely hope that the meeting will be successful in meeting the above objectives and 

further promoting the Initiative. I look forward to receiving your recommendations and wish 

you a pleasant stay in Djibouti. 


