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Excellencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to be with you today and to address 

this very important conference, which is being held at a critical 

juncture in the national efforts for polio eradication in Pakistan. 

 

Pakistan has been, and continues to be, a key country in the 

present efforts for eradication of poliomyelitis, not only regionally 

but also globally. It is part of one of the two major epidemiological 

blocks where wild poliovirus is still widely circulating. 
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Regionally speaking, Pakistan is one of the remaining four 

endemic countries for poliomyelitis in the WHO Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. Two-thirds of all the cases reported in the 

Region are from Pakistan. As well, it represents a major potential 

source of importation of wild poliovirus into neighbouring 

countries of the Region. 

Dear colleagues, 

 

I am very pleased to note the significant efforts which have 

been made in the fight against poliomyelitis in Pakistan during the 

last 6 years. Each consecutive year has witnessed better 

developments in implementing the well-known global strategies 

for polio eradication, namely achieving high levels of routine 

immunization with 3 doses of OPV, conducting supplemental 

immunization activities and establishing surveillance. 

 

Routine immunization is improving year after year, yet it has 

not reached the level that prevents accumulation of large groups of 

children susceptible to poliomyelitis, hence the continued 

circulation of the wild virus. 

 

Because of this, strong emphasis has been made on the second 

strategy, supplemental immunization in the form of national 
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immunization days (NIDs). Every NID carried out since 1994 has 

represented an improvement over the previous one, and we can 

now say with confidence that the last two NIDs, which were 

conducted door-to-door and were preceded by excellent 

microplanning, are having the impact expected from such a major 

undertaking. The best evidence we have is the significant reduction 

in the number of virologically confirmed cases to almost half the 

level in the corresponding period a year ago. We have great hopes 

that with your indulgence and commitment, the next rounds of 

planned NIDs will be conducted with the same or even better 

standards in order to reach our target. 

 

The third strategy in polio eradication is surveillance. It started 

in Pakistan in 1995, and continued to develop year after year until 

it has now reached the established target of sensitivity in Pakistan 

as a whole, yet it still requires strengthening in a few districts. 

 

We in the Region are proud of the excellent laboratory support 

extended to surveillance by the virology laboratory at the National 

Institute of Health. This laboratory is extending its support to 

surveillance in other countries as well, particularly to Afghanistan. 

It is serving as one of the regional reference laboratories and is 
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recognized globally as a Centre of Excellence in poliomyelitis 

surveillance efforts. 

 

Dear colleagues, 

 

With the target for certification of poliomyelitis eradication 

approaching, the World Health Assembly in 1999 resolved to 

accelerate efforts towards polio eradication to bring about its 

successful and timely conclusion. To this effect, a plan for 

intensification was prepared for Pakistan based on technical 

consultation between WHO and national authorities. These 

intensification activities demanded significant input from the 

national authorities and provision of additional technical and 

financial support from the consortium of partners extending 

support to polio eradication, spearheaded by WHO, UNICEF, the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Rotary International, 

the United Nations Foundation/Gates Foundation, Department for 

International Development and many other partners.  

 

Exactly a year ago, a very successful Interagency Coordination 

Committee meeting was held in Islamabad, followed by visits to 

all provinces during which successful efforts were made among 

governors and senior government officials to promote 
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immunization in general and polio eradication in particular. The 

impact of this mission has been reflected in the significant progress 

made during the last year. 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge with 

appreciation the contributions of H.E. the Minister, the Secretary 

of Health and the Director General and other senior officials at the 

federal level and congratulate them on their achievements. I wish, 

at the same time, to call on all of them to sustain this commitment 

to implementation of all strategies for polio eradication until the 

target is achieved, which I sincerely hope will be very soon. 

 

I also wish to take this opportunity to assure you of the 

commitment of your partners in the global consortium to support 

your efforts to achieve timely eradication.  


