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Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Colleagues, 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Regional Meeting of National 

Managers on Elimination of Leprosy. In this meeting you will discuss the progress in 

elimination of leprosy in main leprosy endemic countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region, evaluate the ongoing process of integrating leprosy activities with other health 

care programmes and propose future actions for the elimination of leprosy in endemic 

countries. 

 

 The Forty-seventh session of the Regional Committee for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, held in October 2000, discussed the progress achieved by Member States 

in attaining the leprosy elimination goal. It was noted with satisfaction that significant 
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efforts have been made by endemic countries to eliminate leprosy as a public health 

problem by the year 2000. All Member States reached the elimination target of 

prevalence less than 1 case per 10 000 population at the country level. Multidrug therapy 

coverage increased to 99.2% in 2000. Surveillance and reporting of new cases improved 

in all countries as a result of strengthening of workforce capabilities, implementation of 

special active surveys among specific population groups and better involvement of 

communities in the elimination process. The availability and distribution of free 

multidrug therapy drugs in blister packs has increased the compliance of patients to 

multidrug therapy and reduced the number of defaulters. 

 

 Despite the visible achievements in leprosy elimination, some challenges continue 

to exist and must be resolved in order to reach the elimination target at the national level 

as well as provincial, governorate and district levels. The key elements of the elimination 

strategy continue to be early case-finding, multidrug therapy and prevention of the 

occurrence of disabilities through improved management of cases. What is most needed 

from the national programmes is for the available strategies to be applied through 

innovative approaches, better adaptation to local realities and monitoring of the 

implementation process itself. 

 

 The integration of leprosy elimination activities within the general health services 

is considered one of the key elements of the leprosy elimination strategy. The integration 

process should be accompanied by provision of sufficient training to medical and 

paramedical staff on methods of diagnosis, treatment and follow-up of cases. 

Involvement of the general health services in leprosy elimination activities facilitates 

early case-detection and provision of multidrug therapy services at the peripheral level 

and increases community awareness about the disease. At the same time, experience from 

endemic countries has shown that it is important to maintain some kind of specialized 

services for leprosy, mainly for the provision of technical guidance and referral functions, 

monitoring and assessment of performance of general services in diagnosis and treatment 

of cases, evaluation of progress in leprosy elimination, organization of training and 

advocacy. 
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 The uneven distribution of leprosy within endemic countries imposes additional 

technical and managerial tasks for the national programmes in terms of capacity-building, 

providing and distributing drugs for multidrug therapy, monitoring multidrug therapy 

flow, applying information and reporting systems in the field, using geographic 

information systems to identify areas of high endemicity, approaching communities and 

planning and coordinating activities. It is important in such situations to strengthen 

management at the local level, build the capacity of general health workers and 

community health volunteers in case-finding and provide appropriate multidrug therapy 

services. 

 

 The prevailing negative image of leprosy and the stigma attached to the disease 

require intensive action in identifying obstacles to community participation and 

developing practical approaches for promoting community actions. Community 

involvement in improving public awareness of the disease and in supporting case-finding, 

multidrug therapy delivery and rehabilitation is crucial for the achievement of the goal of 

leprosy elimination. 

 

 I am confident that during your meeting you will have opportunities to discuss all 

aspects of the organization and delivery of leprosy elimination activities at national and 

subnational levels. It is important not only to identify the obstacles and weaknesses in 

application of strategies but also to propose practical solutions to resolve them in the light 

of the common goal of leprosy elimination. I expect from you sound recommendations on 

strengthening leprosy surveillance and multidrug therapy delivery in your countries. 

 

 I take this opportunity to express sincere thanks to the Government of the 

Republic of Yemen for hosting this meeting and for the excellent arrangements made and 

facilities provided. 

 

 Finally, I wish you a pleasant stay in Sana’a. 

 


