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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Conference on Medical 

Librarianship. It is a conference dedicated to building the virtual health sciences library 

of the Region.  It is the first time in the Region that a group of experts and professionals 

will meet to discuss the status and future of health sciences libraries in the information 

age and in the digital world. This conference is a realization of the role of the library in 

the provision of health care services in a world that is moving very fast towards global 

connectedness, where time and space become irrelevant as regards the patient and the 

health care provider. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

The conference is a result of and in response to the global developments taking 

place in information and telecommunications technologies, with specific reference to 

health sciences libraries. The move towards e-health has meant that information in its 

digital format will become the modus operandi of health professionals. In order to 

capture, record, retrieve, analyse and communicate data dynamically and to use this 

information and knowledge, it has to be treated digitally. Health care is increasingly 

becoming an information-driven service, and information is a major resource crucial 

to the health of individual patients, the population in general, and to the success of any 

organization. The new health sciences library has made a shift from being simply a 

repository of printed material towards being a tool for health care provision, health 

education and medical training through its multidisciplinary approach.  

 

This conference, organized in collaboration with the Islamic Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization, comes as a result of the cooperative programme between our 

two organizations, which aims to develop and implement a common approach for the 

advancement of health and medical sciences in this part of the world. The programme 

covers a number of activities, two of which are being implemented in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran this week. One of them focuses on the uses of appropriate technology 

and will be discussed at the International Conference for the Promotion of Suitable New 

Technologies. The other, which is the focus of this conference, deals with the application 

of information technology in health. The selection of the Islamic Republic of Iran as the 

venue for the conference has a special significance as the country has selected and 

adopted a rational approach to introducing information technology in health. This 

approach does not only make national priorities the driving force, but also emphasises the 

need to keep an open link with the world and be part of the global network. 

 

The Regional Office has taken major steps towards building the virtual health 

sciences library of the Eastern Mediterranean. These steps have always been coupled 

with action at the country level and commitment from national institutions. The success 
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in the implementation of the virtual library initiative is characterized by the commitment 

of many health care institutions and libraries to be partners and stakeholders. 

 

The following examples are some of the steps taken in this direction. 

 

1. The Regional union list of medical journals. This database has been published on 

the EMRO Internet site with input from 175 libraries in 4 countries of the Region 

making a total of 2500 unique titles.  The union list has become part of the virtual 

library because updating the list is done online by the participating libraries. For 

the first time in our Region, we have a database that is maintained in a 

decentralized way. This has allowed each participating library not only to access 

the database, but also to change its content based on its contribution to the 

database. 

2. Document delivery inter-library loan services. The virtual library can only be built 

if its collection is accessed virtually and made available to all partners. The 

Regional Office has made available the necessary software and hardware for 

electronic delivery of documents from library collections in the Region. By being 

part of this arrangement, any health sciences library in the Region has the right to 

access and acquire documents from other libraries in the network. 

3. Health information professionals virtual society. The first ever discussion group 

for health information professionals in the Region was established as part of the 

virtual library initiative. This forum has allowed for exchange of ideas, 

documents, services, experience and building of the indivisible college among 

many of them. 

4. Virtual training course on medical librarianship. The Medical Library Handbook, 

the Medical Subject Headings Training Guide, the National Library of Medicine 

Classification Training Guide and the WINISIS Training Course have been 

published on the EMRO Internet site as part of the virtual library initiative. These 

materials have been reformatted and structured in a way that will allow self-

learning.  
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5. The health sciences virtual library on CD-ROM. A CD-ROM has been produced 

and distributed, which includes the union list of medical journals, the Eastern 

Mediterranean index medicus, the environmental health regional bibliography, the 

annotated list of EMRO publications, the directory of medical libraries in the 

region and the basic list of sources in English for small medical college libraries. 

 

The papers that are being presented at this conference have been carefully selected 

to allow for full coverage of the issues of digital libraries in the health care sector. The 

international experience gathered here, together with the papers presented by the 

distinguished speakers and a comprehensive survey of health sites on the Internet in the 

Arab and Islamic worlds provide a golden opportunity to assess where we stand and to 

lay a path for where we want to be. The quality of papers being presented has been 

assured by a refereeing mechanism to ensure that professional standards are applied and 

only papers that have met the criteria are presented. Added to the extensive range of 

presentations, there will be parallel sessions and round-table discussions on specific 

topics of interest.  

 

One important output of this Conference will be the “Teheran Declaration on 

Information for Health”. We hope by formally issuing this declaration we will be able to 

put health information management at the top of the agenda of health care leaders and 

policy-makers. The declaration will aim to emphasise the role of information in health 

care, the importance of equitable access to health information, and the availability and 

quality of health information. 

 

The Health InterNetwork Initiative, which was launched by the United Nations 

Secretary General and is led by the World Health Organization, will be presented at this 

conference. The initiative aims to strengthen public health services by providing public 

health workers, researchers and policy-makers with access to high-quality, relevant and 

timely health information through an Internet portal. One of our prime objectives is to 

ensure that  health care institutions and libraries in the Region can and will make full use 

of this initiative. 
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With the depth and breadth of the papers being presented at the conference, I am 

quite sure that there will be fruitful exchange of ideas and experience. These 

presentations and your recommendations will form the basis for future action to develop 

the health sciences virtual library of the Region.  

 

I look forward to your discussions and comments on the different issues that will be 

raised during the conference, and your resulting recommendations and future plans of 

action to build the virtual health sciences library of the Eastern Mediterranean. 

 


