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Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to this intercountry workshop on anti-

tuberculosis drug resistance, and to this new building of the WHO Regional Office for 

the Eastern Mediterranean. I would also like to extend a special welcome to our 

colleagues from WHO headquarters. 

Over the last several years, we have worked hard in promoting the DOTS strategy 

to accomplish the regional target of DOTS ALL OVER. The progress made is significant. 

Out of 23 countries in the Region, 18 have already achieved DOTS ALL OVER, and 2 

are in the final stage of accomplishing this. In light of this progress, the Regional 

Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean endorsed new regional targets for tuberculosis 

control in its Forty-seventh Session in 2000. 
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The new regional targets focus on several key areas, one of the most important of 

which is improvement of the quality of DOTS activities. This means that DOTS activities 

should achieve and maintain 70% case detection rate and 85% treatment success rate. 

These target rates form the bottom line of effective tuberculosis control and could 

eventually reduce the burden of tuberculosis. The quality of DOTS activities is also 

important to contain and decrease anti-tuberculosis drug resistance in the community and 

help prevent it in the future. 

I am sure that all of you here today are fully aware of the magnitude of the 

problem of drug resistance. This is a global phenomenon. The joint WHO and 

International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease Global Project on Anti-

Tuberculosis Drug Resistance Surveillance has confirmed, in its second report, the 

presence of drug-resistant tuberculosis in all 54 participating countries. Multi-drug 

resistance is also becoming a serious problem in some countries. It is clear that none of 

the countries in the Region—or the world—is free from the problem of drug resistance. 

More importantly, the Global Project, in its first report, confirmed that there is a 

higher prevalence of multi-drug resistance tuberculosis in countries with poor control 

programmes. This correlation was also confirmed in the second report; the level of multi-

drug resistance was strongly associated with low treatment success rate. It is therefore 

essential for each tuberculosis control programme to establish surveillance for anti-

tuberculosis drug resistance, not only to monitor the magnitude and trend of the 

resistance, but also to monitor the effectiveness of DOTS activities. 

In this regard, I must emphasize one important thing. Only three countries from 

the Region, namely the Islamic Republic of Iran, Morocco and Oman, have participated 

in the Global Project. Egypt is expected to participate in the Global Project soon. These 

four countries, however, account for only 13% of the regional burden of tuberculosis. 

This means that we have not yet established anti-tuberculosis drug resistance surveillance 

in the Region that can effectively assess the regional situation of drug resistance. 
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Dear colleagues, 

This is the reason why we have decided to convene this workshop in collaboration 

with our colleagues at WHO headquarters. The workshop aims to facilitate the start of 

anti-tuberculosis drug resistance surveillance in the participating countries. The 

objectives of the workshop are to develop a clear timetable and protocol for starting anti-

tuberculosis drug resistance surveillance and to identify needs for capacity strengthening 

in your countries. This will require concentrated and collaborative work among 

participants and facilitators. 

I know you have a busy schedule. I wish you all success in the workshop, and am 

waiting to receive your protocols at the end of the workshop. Lastly, I would like to 

emphasize that the real success of this workshop will be measured by whether you 

successfully start the drug resistance surveillance as planned. 

Thank you very much. 

 


