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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the third interregional meeting on the 

Tuberculosis Control Initiative for the countries of the Maghreb. I wish first to extend my 

sincere thanks to the Government of Tunisia for their kind offer to host this meeting. I am 

also very pleased to welcome participants and colleagues from countries of the Eastern 

Mediterranean and African Regions. My special welcome goes to the distinguished 

professors from medical schools who have convened here to discuss collaboration 

between tuberculosis control and medical education.  

 

As you well know, DOTS ALL OVER has become a reality in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region. Eighteen countries in the Region have achieved DOTS ALL 
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OVER by the end of the year 2000 and two others (Sudan and the Republic of Yemen) 

are expected to achieve nationwide DOTS coverage in 2001.  

 

The focus of tuberculosis control is now progressively shifting from DOTS 

coverage to other issues such as the quality and comprehensiveness of the DOTS 

strategy. In this regard, the Maghreb Tuberculosis Control Initiative is a prime example 

of the collaboration that is needed in tuberculosis control to promote partnership and to 

foster constructive, competitive and complementary activities at interregional and sub 

regional level. 

 

As it was clearly stated in the intercountry meeting on Tuberculosis and medical 

schools, held in Amman in September 2000, development of successful collaboration 

with medical schools is essential for the success of tuberculosis control. This is primarily 

because the DOTS strategy will succeed only if doctors are adequately trained to manage 

tuberculosis cases properly. In addition, active participation of doctors will have a 

“cascade effect” on other health care providers, whose involvement will be more easily 

obtained. 

 

Medical schools play a fundamental role by preparing their students to respond to 

major public health and social concerns. In respect to this demand, medical schools must 

innovate their teaching programmes in order to remain effective and updated in an 

environment characterized by rapid changes in medical sciences. The level of social 

expectations from medical professionals is also rising, and medical schools will become 

increasingly accountable for the successes and failures of their graduates. Future doctors 

will be proactive in the struggle against tuberculosis only if medical curricula will 

promote an in-depth understanding of tuberculosis and of the updated strategies to tackle 

the disease. 

 

Tuberculosis is still on the rise and the challenges ahead are immense. General 

practitioners and pneumology specialists are expected to take the lead in tuberculosis 

control and to actively contribute to reversing the epidemiological impact of tuberculosis. 
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For that reason our efforts in medical education must be specifically devoted to the 

preparation of these professionals. Through innovative approaches to medical curricula 

and through the personal involvement of each one of us, I am confident that we will be 

able to make a difference in the fight against tuberculosis in Maghreb countries. 

 

In addition, on the afternoon of the last day of the meeting, the national tuberculosis 

programme managers of Maghreb countries will meet to review and discuss the latest 

achievements in the 5 countries of the Maghreb. In order to become sustainable, the 

Maghreb Tuberculosis Control Initiative needs to produce tangible outcomes; the 

commitment of all participants towards this aim is therefore expected during the present 

meeting and especially afterwards.  

 

I am aware that you will have a full programme ahead of you. Therefore, without 

taking more of your time, I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Tunis. 

 

 


