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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Workshop on Elimination 

of Lymphatic Filariasis, which comes at a time of increased activities of the Member States of 

the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region to implement the 1997 World Health Assembly 

resolution WHA50.29 on elimination of lymphatic filariasis as a public health problem. 

 

 The objectives of this meeting are to review the current situation of lymphatic 

filariasis and existing filariasis control activities, delivery mechanisms and constraints, and to 

develop a regional plan on lymphatic filariasis elimination, including setting of regional and 

country-specific targets to reach the goal of lymphatic filariasis elimination. 

 



 2

 The 1995 World Health Report identified lymphatic filariasis as the second leading 

cause of permanent disability in the world. The disease affects individuals at the most 

productive ages and imposes significant social and economic burdens on the patient and on 

society. The recent advances in diagnosis and chemotherapy of lymphatic filariasis have made 

practical contributions to the development of strategies to control and eliminate this disease as 

a public health problem. WHO took the leading role in forming a powerful coalition of 

partners united by the common goals of alleviating the suffering from this disabling disease 

and interrupting the transmission of filariasis. 

 

 An important contribution to the practical implementation of the global strategic plan 

to eliminate lymphatic filariasis was the decision in 1998 of the healthcare company 

SmithKline Beecham to collaborate with WHO in lymphatic filariasis elimination through the 

donation of the necessary quantities of the drug albendazole, which is used to treat lymphatic 

filariasis. The more recent decision by Merck & Co. Inc. to support this programme by 

expanding their Mectizan (ivermectin) Donation Programme for onchocerciasis control to 

include treatment of lymphatic filariasis in co-endemic areas in Africa will significantly 

reduce the cost of the medications required for elimination of lymphatic filariasis. 

 

 The prospects for success of lymphatic filariasis elimination efforts have been 

strengthened by substantial contributions from other private, public and international 

organizations, including the World Bank, the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 

Development, nongovernmental organizations, donor agencies and UNICEF. 

 

 The strategy to eliminate lymphatic filariasis is based primarily on the reduction of 

microfilaraemia in communities living in endemic areas to levels below which transmission 

cannot be sustained. From a public health perspective, the strategy requires once-yearly, two-

drug treatment intervention over a period of 4–6 years for entire populations in endemic areas. 

It is clear that greater cost–effectiveness can be achieved through integration of treatment 

interventions with other disease control activities. From a practical point of view, endemic 

countries should themselves identify the most cost–effective approaches to implementing the 

elimination strategies, based on their own experience, available resources and infrastructure of 

public health services. Research at the field-implementation level may be needed before 

approval for wide-scale approaches to eliminate lymphatic filariasis can be given. 
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 The lymphatic filariasis situation is not exactly known in the majority of Member 

States of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region. Therefore, identification of the status of 

lymphatic filariasis at community level, using available surveillance tools, will be an 

important task for the national programmes. The implementation of this task is simplified by 

the availability of the efficient “card test” for evaluation of antigenaemia in selected cohorts 

of the population during the daytime, and of other rapid assessment techniques. 

 

 The formation of a national task force on elimination of lymphatic filariasis will 

facilitate the preparation of a detailed plan of work with clearly defined objectives, targets, 

strategy, administration, management and monitoring of elimination activities. This document 

will itself facilitate the attraction of external support from potential donors and the obtaining 

of free supplies of drugs for chemotherapy of lymphatic filariasis patients from the drug 

companies involved. 

 

 Implementation of the surveillance and elimination strategies requires national staff to 

have skills in planning, supervision, monitoring and evaluation of activities. WHO has 

developed training modules on filariasis elimination for different categories of health 

personnel which will greatly facilitate the training process for national staff. 

 

 The new strategy for eliminating lymphatic filariasis is focused on community-based 

treatment in order to eliminate hidden infections. Community health education will be 

required to achieve and sustain high coverage of the population throughout the period of drug 

distribution. The important task of the information and education campaigns will be to 

communicate to the communities the perception of lymphatic filariasis as a major health 

problem and its impact on individual health and economic status.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is clear that the interest and support received by WHO from different partners in its 

efforts to eliminate lymphatic filariasis provide the opportunity to the national programmes to 

strengthen their activities in this field. The implementation of the elimination strategies 

available cannot be achieved without active participation of national staff and local 

communities. Your task during this meeting will be to develop future plans for filariasis 

elimination at the national and regional levels.  



 4

 I am confident that this workshop will be an important step forward for the elimination 

of lymphatic filariasis in your countries. I wish you successful deliberations, fruitful 

discussions and practical decisions. 

 

 In conclusion, I would like to thank all of you for your attendance at this important 

meeting and for all the preparatory work you have undertaken in this regard. 

 

 I wish you a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

 


