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New Year’s Message from 

 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to all staff members in the Region 

on the occasion of the year 2000 
 

 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

With the approach of every new year, I usually avail myself of the occasion to 
reflect on some aspect of what we have all accomplished together during the year that is 
bidding us farewell. My hope is that whatever we do contributes to the discharge of the 
task entrusted to us, namely, the protection and promotion of the health of our families and 
of our fellow citizens of the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 
 

I wish to stress, as I have often done, that each one of us contributes to every useful 
action we do for the benefit of the people of this Region. Every one of you, whatever his or 
her position in the Regional Office, the country offices or in the field, should feel that he or 
she makes a positive contribution to all our efforts. I am indeed proud of all your 
contributions, without which our Region could not have made its valuable achievements in 
various areas such as the eradication and elimination of certain diseases, the promotion of 
healthy lifestyles and the fight against others that are harmful to health, and the promotion 
of community-based activities to improve health. In all these areas we have worked 
together to promote health and development, alleviate poverty and combat disease and 
ignorance. 
 

May I now turn my eye towards the approaching year, which begins in the last third 
of Ramadan, the month of fasting which is associated with a greater and special 
manifestation of Muslims’ obedience to God. The new year, about which the world has not 
yet made up its mind whether it represents the end of the 20th century or the beginning of 



the new millenium, will witness the completion of our preparations for the relocation of the 
Regional Office to Cairo. This is a step that is bound to have direct and far-reaching effects 
on every member of staff who works at the Regional Office, as well as all their families. 
 

All of us, in whatever position we happen to be, will indeed have to cope with the 
effects of this move on our personal and family situations. May I call on my colleagues at 
the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to weigh up these effects, enhancing 
whatever is positive and reducing whatever is negative, so that we may, one and all, make 
our move as smooth as it can be, ensuring that we all are able to settle into our new 
situation as soon as possible. 
 

Some may have to leave us because the move is too hard for them to make. This is 
something that we profoundly regret. We pray to God for these colleagues that He may 
give them better situations than they have now so as to make their future better than their 
present, and that He may enable them to do what benefits them and their families. 
 

On this occasion, I wish to assure all my colleagues in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Regional Office that the Organization will do its best to make the move to Cairo easy, with 
as little trouble and adverse effects as possible. It will help everyone, whether they are 
moving with us or they prefer to stay in Alexandria, to overcome the difficulties that this 
move represents. I reassure them all that I look at the Regional Office and its staff as a 
single family, in which every individual works in harmony for the benefit of all.  
 

I extend my warm greetings and best wishes to all my brothers and sisters working 
at the Regional Office, in the country offices in the Region and in the field on the occasion 
of the new year. I pray that God may give them and their families happiness and blessings 
in abundance in the new year. May He preserve their health and facilitate for them every 
thing that brings what is good for them and their families. I also pray that He will accept 
the worship of those of them who are fasting and reward them generously.  
 

May God bless you all. 
 

 

 

        Dr Hussein A. Gezairy 
        Regional Director 
 
Alexandria, December 1999 
 


