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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me a great pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Workshop on Water 

Conservation and Reuse: Important Elements of Water Resources Management Strategies, 

organized by CEHA, the WHO Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government of 

Jordan for hosting this workshop. I would also like to thank His Excellency 

Dr Nayel Ajlouni, Minister of Health and Health Care, for agreeing to inaugurate the 

workshop. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

The supply of safe water in adequate quantities is one of the most essential 

determinants of public health. 1997 regional data indicate that about 28.4% of the Region’s 

population of 124 million continue to live without access to safe drinking water. In many 

countries of the Region, the shortage of fresh water resources hinders efforts to develop 

water supply systems. This difficulty is compounded by the lack of financial resources for 

provision of water supplies. Intermittent water supplies are common, especially in the 

summer season, causing serious shortages and degradation in water quality. Moreover, 

because of water shortage, a number of new and existing water supply systems remain 

without running water for a long time. 

 

Because of the rapid population growth in the Region, the water available to 

individuals has fallen dramatically. Between 1960 and 1995, the regional average annual 

per capita availability has fallen by 60% to 1250 cubic metres, the lowest in the world. In 

the majority of the countries of the Region, however,  the per capita availability of 

renewable water is actually far below that regional average. Two countries of the Region 

have per capita water availability of less than 180 cubic metres per year. It is predicted that 

the regional average will fall by another 50% to about 650 cubic metres by the year 2025. 

This average covers water needs for all human activities whether domestic, industrial or 

agricultural. 

 

To meet the ever increasing water demand, many countries have over-exploited 

their available water resources. Surface waters have been tapped to their maximum 

capacity. Ground water aquifers have been over-pumped, and this has resulted in non-

reversible saline water intrusion, especially in coastal areas. Some countries have even 

tapped their non-renewable deep fossil water resources. 
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The shortage of water resources has been compounded by pollution from fertilizers 

and pesticides, inappropriate treatment of municipal wastewater, dumping of solid waste 

and uncontrolled industrial waste disposal. All these factors have degraded the quality of 

fresh water and have imposed significant health risks, especially on children who are the 

primary victims of waterborne diseases. 

 

The use of water in the Region is inefficient. The inappropriate and wasteful use of 

water have contributed to the water crisis. Almost 70% of available fresh water in the 

North Africa and Middle East Region is used for non-productive agriculture. Many water 

supply systems are characterized by high levels of loss with an average of as much as 50% 

of the available supply unaccounted for. Inefficient irrigation systems, poor maintenance, 

wastage, inappropriate technologies and poor management are the main problems.  

  

To face these serious challenges, water first has to be managed effectively in an 

integrated manner, and second, has to be used wisely and efficiently. Water conservation is 

a crucial component of water management in areas where water is scarce. 

 

The 1993 Regional Strategy for Health and Environment and more recently, the 

Plan of Action for Health and Environment (endorsed in December 1997) identified water 

resources management as a main area for action in order to ensure the sustainable supply 

of water for human consumption, food and economic productivity. The Strategy and the 

Plan of Action specifically emphasize the importance of integrated approaches to 

management of water resources, and identified water conservation as an important element 

of WHO EMRO action.  

 

The WHO Regional Centre for Environmental Health Activities (CEHA) convened 

two regional consultations and workshops for the promotion of water conservation, in 

March 1996 and November 1993 respectively. A regional workshop on leakage control 

was also held in Alexandria in 1995. A gap was identified with regard to the availability of 

reference material to support the development and management of effective water 

conservation programmes. In response to the recommendations of these meetings, CEHA 

has developed a strategy for water conservation and a water utility handbook for planning 

and managing water conservation programmes. CEHA has also developed a water 
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conservation source book to provide a comprehensive reference for planning and managing 

water conservation programmes. These major contributions will be presented to you during 

this workshop. 

 

WHO activities up to now have established the importance of water conservation, 

and have identified various related strategies which are appropriate for the Region. This 

workshop will examine the progress made by WHO EMRO and CEHA in implementing 

the recommendations of the earlier workshops and will review experiences in water 

conservation programme planning and the extent of implementation in Member States. The 

workshop will provide a forum for developing a framework for action and will provide 

guidance on programme development both at the national level and at water supplier level. 

In planning and managing of water conservation, I wish to ask you to pay special attention 

to the areas of public information and awareness, school education programmes, water 

pricing, water saving devices, water audits and leakage detection and control.  

 

Your deliberations and recommendations will be helpful to WHO as we shape our 

collaborative framework in this very important programme for addressing the scarcity of 

water. Because water is the most precious resource in the Region, we will strive to meet 

your needs as expressed in the recommendations of this workshop. 

 

I wish you a very fruitful workshop and a happy stay in this beautiful city of 

Amman. I trust that when you return to your respective homes, you will share information 

and approaches acquired during this workshop with those working in the field. 

 


