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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you, coming 

as you do from ek &t Aegions of WHO, as well as from 

WHO -Headquarters to participate in this Second 

Iketing of WHO Staff involved in the Food Safety 

Programme. 

It will be recalled that the first such meeting 

took place in Washington, D.C. , from 28 September to 
2 October 1981, following the Technical Discussion of 

the PAHO Directing Council on the Sanitary Control of 

Food. That meeting afforded the first opportunity for 

all WHO staff involved in food safety to exchange views 

and to discuss a global strategy to implement WHA 

resolution 32.30, calling for Health for All by the Year 

2000. 



Half way between that first meeting and the present 

one, a joint FAO/WHO Expert Comittee on Food Safety met 

in Geneva from 30 May to 6 June 1983. 

As key staff members of the Organization in the 

field of food safety, you are entrusted with supporting 

Member States in implementing the recomendations of the 

above meetings. 

While the subject is of global interest and 

significance, each of our Regions has to deal with some 

specific food safety problems related to distinct 

climatic conditions, availability of different products, 

food habits, religious requirements and other factors. 

At the same time, due to technological progress, recent 

decades have seen an enormous increase of trade and 

far-reachins exchange of food supplies among different 

parts of the world. It is therefore of utmost 

importance that WHO staff involved in matters of food 

quality and safety should become acquainted with 

situations and problems in all Regions. They shoulct 

help not only the people of their own Regions but also 

those to which they export or from which they import 

crops or manufactured products, and develop 

understanding of mutual difficulties. 



The Eastern Mediterranean Region is not immune to 

either global or regional problems related to food 

supplies and safety. As in other parts of the world, 

aggravating these are natural disasters, social unrest 

and disturbances, wars and poverty. In spite of all 

these obstacles, we are glad to say that much has been 

accomplished in recent years in this crucial area. 

However, we should not be complacent and must recognize 

that much more remains to be done. 

Among the activities we consider as positive 

achievements in the biennium 1984/1985, mention can be 

made of the development of curricula and training 

courses for food inspectors; seminars on "The 

Organization and Management of Food Control Services" 

and "Health Aspects of Mass Catering". Furthermore, 

expertise was provided in the field of health 

implications of fooS additives, hormones and 

antibiotics; review and assessment of ongoing food and 

drug quality control, and evaluation of existing 

programmes as well as support to national food safety 

seminars. An Intercountry Workshop on Microbiological 

Methods in Food Safety was held, with the purpose of 

"training of trainers" who could later hold national 

training courses on microbiolgical and related fields of 

food control. Nationals were trained in laboratory 

analysis within the existing facilities of the Region, 



in an effort to promote technical cooperation between 

EMR Member States. In collaboration with FA0 an 

Intercountry Workshop on Food sampling took place and a 

meeting on "Islamic Requirements for Food of Animal 

Origin" will be held in December, 1985. 

Finally, an assessment report on the food safety 

siteation in the countries of the Region is being 

initiated as the basis for a WHO/EMRO Regional Expert 

Meeting on Food Safety. 

The conc~usions and recommendations of your meeting 

will form the foundation for the next few years for WHO 

comitment in issues such as the place of food safety as 

an integral part of both the primary health care 

delivery system and the food system, and strengthening 

of national food control infrastructures. More 

apecific activities in this respect could be the 

regional, national, multinational and international 

surveillance of food-borne diseases, development of 

laboratory services, training of food handlers and heath 

workers, education of the public and application of the 

Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) system as 

a key approach in the improvement of food safety. 



We welcome you therefore to EMRO to learn of the 

most important questions which await solutions in 

countries of your Regions, and to let you know of the 

present status of such problems in our own. With 

interchanged knowledge and mutual understanding, our 

Organization will be able to go a long way towards 

helping our Member States to strengthen their food 

safety programmes and thereby contribute to the goal of 

Health for All by the Year 2000. 

May your dicusssions be stimulating, interesting 

and fruitful, and your recommendations constructive and 

useful. 

1 wish you a successful and enjoyable stay in 

Alexandria. 


