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Your Excellency Dr Abdallah Nasher, Minister of Health for the Republic of Yemen, Dear 
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome this distinguished gathering of nationals and 

representatives of agencies and organizations to the second Inter-Agency Coordination 

Meeting in support of the Expanded Programme on Immunization in the Republic of Yemen. 

I would like to express my deep appreciation and thanks to all of you for the interest and 

support you have shown and for making the effort to attend this important meeting. 

 

 We met last year here in Sana’a to discuss how we could support the national 

immunization programme in Yemen to achieve its targets of disease reduction, elimination 

and eradication. The commitments made by all agencies in support of the Expanded 

Programme on Immunization in Yemen during that meeting has been instrumental in enabling 

the pursuit of these targets. 
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Dear Colleagues 

 

 As we all recall, Yemen conducted its first poliomyelitis national immunization days 

in 1996 and the success observed for these days exceeded all the expectations. I am very 

pleased to note that the second round of poliomyelitis national immunization days which were 

conducted in 1997 were as successful as those of 1996, with extremely high coverage rates.  

The cornerstone for this success was the strong political commitment of the Government. Full 

support was given by His Excellency President Ali Abdulla Salih and all the senior political 

leaders, in particular the provincial governors, as well as other government officials. The 

devotion and excellent work of Ministry of Health staff at all levels is appreciated. Resources 

were mobilized for implementation of these days both from national governmental and 

nongovernmental organizations and from external sources. The support of various partners, 

including; the United States Centers for Disease Prevention and Control, Rotary International, 

UNICEF, WHO, USAID, the European Community, the German technical cooperation 

agency GTZ, and the Governments of Japan, Italy and the Netherlands, was crucial for the 

success of these days. 

    

 In addition to this successful story, I note with satisfaction that Yemen is taking 

advantage of the momentum created by the NIDs to strengthen routine immunization which is 

the basis for achieving all the targets of immunization namely disease reduction, elimination 

and eradication. 

 

Dear Colleagues  

 

 Although I very much appreciate these achievements, many challenges still remain 

which concern me very much. We all agree that poliomyelitis eradication is a most important 

priority as we have less than 1000 days to go before reaching the target date.  Perhaps I need 

not mention that the main strategy for achieving and sustaining poliomyelitis eradication is to 

maintain high coverage by means of the routine immunization activities. This is still a real 

concern in Yemen, as the reported coverage rate for the third doses of OPV/DPT still falls far 

below our expectations, being as low as 53% for 1997. As a result, measles is common and is 

still beyond the desired control levels, and neonatal tetanus is still very common in Yemen—

about 10 000 cases are estimated to occur annually. I say estimated because we do not know 
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the exact number owing to a major shortcoming in poliomyelitis eradication and EPI in 

general, namely the almost complete absence of surveillance. I feel very strongly that this 

activity needs to be developed as soon as possible and that a surveillance system covering all 

the country should be functioning in the near future. I am pleased to note that the national 

programme for poliomyelitis eradication has prepared a comprehensive plan of action for 

establishment of the surveillance system for acute flaccid paralysis and poliomyelitis, and that 

activities have already started in a phased manner. Hopefully it will expand to include all the 

EPI target diseases. I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the generous support from 

the Centers for Diseases Prevention and Control and Rotary International in particular, in the 

development of this system. 

 

Your Excellency, Dear colleagues,  

 

I do not want to take any more of your time. I look forward to your renewed 

commitment and contribution in support of the Expanded Programme on Immunization in 

Yemen. Once more, I wish to reiterate our sincere gratitude to the Government of Yemen for 

giving us this opportunity to participate in this meeting and for the facilities they have 

provided to make it a success and to all of you for participating in this meeting. I wish to 

close by reaffirming WHO’s commitment to be a full partner in the national EPI programme 

and look forward to congratulating Yemen on its poliomyelitis eradication in the very near 

future. 

 

May God Almighty give us the wisdom and the strength to serve humanity. Amen 

 Thank you 

// 

  


