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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the Second Subregional Workshop 

on the Tuberculosis Elimination Initiative in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council. I wish firstly to acknowledge with great appreciation the role of the Government 

of the United Arab Emirates in hosting this workshop. My special gratitude is due to His 

Excellency the Minister of Health of the United Arab Emirates and the staff of the Ministry 

of Health for their support and for the excellent arrangements for this workshop. 
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The Tuberculosis Elimination Initiative in the Member States of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council is a historic challenge in the field of tuberculosis control. It is the first 

joint initiative in the world and, moreover, it was started amid the global tuberculosis 

epidemic. Therefore, I am very pleased to witness the progress made in the initiative since 

its start in 1996. 

 

First, comprehensive plans of action were prepared for the initiative in each 

participating state. This was done during the Subregional Workshop for Tuberculosis 

Control in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation Council held in Muscat, Oman, in 

December 1996. Each plan clearly illustrates the steps that must be taken for the Initiative, 

giving the highest priority to the nationwide implementation of directly observed treatment 

short-course, namely the DOTS ALL OVER strategy, as an initial phase of the Initiative. 

The managers of national tuberculosis control programmes in the member states of the 

Gulf Cooperation Council have been implementing the plans of action. 

 

Secondly, there has been a strong political commitment to the Initiative. The 

Executive Committee of the Health Ministers’ Council for the Gulf Cooperation Council 

endorsed the plans of action for the Initiative during its meeting in Abu Dhabi in 

January 1997. Consequently, each member state of the Gulf Cooperation Council has 

adopted the Initiative as national policy for tuberculosis control.  

 

In addition, the launch of the Initiative was announced around the world through 

the mass media by the Executive Committee of the Health Ministers’ Council for the Gulf 

Cooperation Council and the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean of WHO on 

the occasion of the World Tuberculosis Day, 24 March 1997. 

 

Thirdly, the Initiative has had a significant impact on tuberculosis control even at 

the Regional level. The Forty-fourth Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, 

which met recently in Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran, had an agenda item on 

elimination and eradication of diseases, with special reference to measles and tuberculosis. 

The Regional Committee has agreed that Member States with low incidence of 

tuberculosis should adopt the target of tuberculosis elimination by the year 2010, and the 
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strategy of DOTS ALL OVER should be adopted by countries with intermediate and high 

incidence. 

In view of these achievements, I am confident to say that the Tuberculosis 

Elimination Initiative in the Member States of the Gulf Cooperation Council has made an 

excellent start. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

The Initiative is, however, an enormous challenge and needs extensive and 

continuous endeavours from all authorities concerned. It will never be achieved solely 

through the efforts of national tuberculosis control programmes. There should be concerted 

efforts from all involved so that the plans of action can be rigorously implemented. 

Moreover, it needs regular and continuous evaluation of activities so that all necessary 

steps for the elimination initiative can be implemented at the due time. 

 

This is the reason why we are convening this workshop one year after the start of 

the Initiative. This workshop aims to critically and constructively review the activities and 

progress made in the member states of the Gulf Cooperation Council in tuberculosis 

elimination and to exchange experiences gained through implementation of the plan in 

each country. The review will specially focus on the implementation status of the strategy 

of DOTS ALL OVER in each country as it is the initial phase of the Initiative. 

Tuberculosis surveillance systems, laboratory networks, human resource development and 

tuberculosis control among expatriates are also important issues to be reviewed. By the end 

of the Workshop, participants are expected to have a clearer view on the achievements and 

constraints in the Initiative and prepare detailed plans of action for the activities in 1998. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

  

This workshop is extremely important for the real success of the Tuberculosis 

Elimination Initiative in the Member States of the GCC. Let us show more commitment to 

the initiative and march together towards the success of the initiative. 
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I look forward to receiving your recommendations and it only remains for me to 

wish you a pleasant and productive stay in Abu Dhabi. 


