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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues 
 
 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the intercountry workshop on the use of the 

guidelines on how to develop or revise the national health statistical information system. 

 

I would like, first, to emphasize that health decision-making, at all levels of the health 

system, relies on the strength and relevance of its statistical information system; the decisions 

and interventions in health management and health surveillance can never be better than the 

statistical information on which they are based. 

 

As you know, every health development project contains within it the hope of 

improving people’s health situation. If this hope is to be fulfilled, the decision-making in the 
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development process should be both more consistent and more rational, and decisions should 

be taken in the light of correct and relevant statistical information. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

As far as the Eastern Mediterranean countries are concerned, despite significant 

progress made in the development and improvement of national health statistical information 

systems as a whole or some of its sub-systems, we cannot ignore the fact that considerable 

shortcomings and gaps remain. 

 

You, the responsible officers for the national health information systems, are well 

aware of both the weakness of health statistical information systems and of the core of 

criticism leveled against them. 

 

In order to respond to the pressing requests of countries of the Region for WHO 

assistance and cooperation in the enhancement of their health information system, the 

Regional Advisory Panel on Health Information System Development was established in 

1992 to advise the Regional Director on appropriate strategy development. The first panel 

meeting held in 1993 recommended, as a key starting point in this strategy, the preparation of 

guidelines on how to develop or revise the health statistical information system. 

  

The second meeting of the panel, held last September, reviewed the draft guidelines 

prepared by the Regional Office. I look forward to receiving your views on them so that we 

may proceed to finalization, and to your views on the best way of using them in developing or 

reviewing the national health statistical information system. 

 

I am confident that your experience in this important area and your active contribution 

will ensure the achievement of the objectives of this workshop. 

 

In conclusion, I wish you the best of luck in your deliberations and look forward to 

your conclusions and recommendations. 

 


