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Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this informal consultation on revising 

the undergraduate pharmacy curricula, a task which WHO considers to be extremely 

important and one which will contribute significantly to achieving the goal of health for all. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Lebanon for hosting this 

consultation, and my special thanks to His Excellency Mr Suliman Frengieh, Minister of 

Public Health, for inaugurating it. My appreciation is due to all of you, dear colleagues, for 

taking an interest and sharing your experience in establishing an important human 

resources development programme for the Region. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

 The Essential Drugs Programme, as does many other programmes, aims to contribute 

to reducing mortality and morbidity from common illness, through the development and 

implementation of national drugs policies ensuring drug quality, rational use of drugs and 

equity of access to drugs, at the lowest possible cost. 

 

I am sure you all agree that an effective national drugs policy needs a sustainable 

drug sector in which well trained pharmacists are working towards proper drug selection, 

procurement, distribution, regulatory and quality control, as well as rational use. For this 

purpose, governments, schools of pharmacy and professional pharmacy associations need 

to collaborate in the assessment of current pharmacy human resources supply, needs, skills 

and roles in their countries and in making projections for the future. For such planning, 

sound baseline data are essential. 

 

One of the important aspects in education in general, including pharmacy 

education, is the community-oriented approach which means education that focuses on 

both population groups and individual persons. It takes into account the health needs of the 

community concerned and uses the community extensively as a learning environment. 

Students, teachers, members of the community and representatives of other sectors are 

actively engaged throughout the educational experience. As an outcome of your 

constructive contributions to this important meeting, we hope that you will identify and 

quantify the extent of community orientation in the aims, objectives and activities of the 

curriculum. We also expect you to determine whether pharmacy education programmes are 

tailored to the needs of the community within which they are located; whether programmes 

adopt a comprehensive rather than a mainly curative approach to health promotion and 

whether programme activities indicate commitment to the goal of health for all. 

 

You may recall some of EMRO’s efforts to introduce the teaching of rational 

prescribing into university curricula and I sincerely hope that other important issues, such 

as quality assurance of pharmacy services which is frequently lacking, will be given due 

attention. 
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Although improvements have been made in on-the-job training and supervision in 

technical aspects, training on managerial and logistic support are often still inadequate. 

Governments and communities are beginning to reconsider the relevance of current 

education and training of pharmacists and other health workers with respect to the need for 

leadership, teamwork and management skills. I sincerely hope that these important aspects 

are also considered in undergraduate education. 

 

I am confident that with your expertise we will be able to achieve the objectives of 

this consultation and to have an outline of a model core curriculum for undergraduate 

pharmacy education which encompasses the minimum basic requirements for the 

qualification of pharmacists. It is sincerely hoped that the schools of pharmacy in the 

Region would consider this curriculum and adapt it to their programmes and hence 

graduate the quality of pharmacists who will bridge the gaps in the therapeutic services, 

meet the community and national policy needs and support health for all goals. 

 

 I wish you a successful consultation and a pleasant stay in Lebanon. 

 


