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Distinguished Guests, Ladies And Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

  
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to this meeting on 

forecast, early detection and control of malaria epidemics which is be-

ing organized by WHO EMRO and financed from special funds made 

available by the Director-General of WHO for intensified support for 

malaria control in Africa.  

 
I wish to thank the Government of Sudan for hosting the meeting 

and for the excellent support received in facilitating its conduct. 
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The revised strategy for malaria control, which is being imple-

mented by WHO with full support from the Member States, includes 

detection, containment and prevention of epidemics as one of its major 

elements. This element is of particular interest for the countries that 

have sent representatives to this workshop—(Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan 

and the Republic of Yemen—since most of their territories belong to ar-

eas that are prone to epidemics of Afrotropical malaria. This, as you 

know, is caused by Plasmodium falciparum and transmitted through ex-

tremely efficient vectors which prevail in this area. The destructive po-

tential of such malaria epidemics in this part of our region is enormous, 

as has been demonstrated again in the 1990s by the murderous epidem-

ics that have struck each of the countries represented here.  

 
Analysis of these epidemics has shown that the heavy toll they ex-

acted among the affected populations was largely due to the poor epi-

demic preparedness of the health services, and to their inability to 

forecast and recognize the ongoing epidemics and to react swiftly.  

 
This workshop is one of the series of workshops being organized 

in 1996-97 in sub-Saharan Africa by the WHO Regional Offices for 

Africa and for the Eastern Mediterranean, both separately and jointly. 

Its objective is to develop the sub-regional strategy for management 

of malaria epidemics in Eastern Mediterranean Region countries with 

Afrotropical malaria. 
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It is hoped that the workshop will increase the participants’ 

skills in developing or upgrading national plans for prevention and con-

trol of epidemics. The expected products are revised operational plans 

for prevention and control of epidemics in the respective countries and 

guidelines for forecast, early detection and control of malaria epidemics 

in the sub-region. 

 
I am confident that the present meeting will result in the adoption 

of a coordinated strategy by the countries involved and contribute to 

better planning of operations. Your efforts will also help to shape a de-

tailed policy of epidemic preparedness for Africa as a whole. 

 
I wish every success to this meeting and wish you all a pleasant 

stay in this hospitable city of Khartoum. 


