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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is my pleasure to send this message of welcome to you. I wish first of all to thank 

the organizers of the Conference for their invitation and congratulate them on taking the 

initiative of holding this important event. 

 

This conference is held as we stand on the threshold of the next millennium, with 

all its predictable changes in health care delivery dictated by demographic, socioeconomic 

and political forces. The changes continuing to occur in laboratory medicine reflect the 
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ongoing changes in health care systems. These changes are being driven by two forces: the 

tremendous advances in biotechnology on the one hand and the increased pressure to apply 

cost containment on the other. Hospitals and laboratories are asked to do more with 

relatively less budget. The clinical laboratory industry is another driving force that one 

cannot ignore. During your conference, topics addressing the state of the art will be 

presented covering many disciplines of laboratory medicine. Certainly the presentations 

will demonstrate how fast the technology is changing and how far it has affected and will 

affect the clinical laboratory. 

 

The unprecedented rapid technological development covers many areas including 

information technology and data management, automation and robotics, gene probes, and 

biosensors. The molecular biological techniques allow more understanding of the 

predisposition to diseases. This not only will bring major changes to the diagnosis and 

treatment of many diseases, but also will contribute to the early detection of cancer, 

hereditary diseases and infectious diseases and will shift laboratory activities more towards 

disease prevention. 

 

Among the changes we are witnessing is the increasing development of point-of-

care and home testing, and a rapidly increasing market for them. Whether a centralized 

testing or decentralized testing policy should be adopted is another concern, which 

probably will depend on a country’s regulations for laboratories and the ways of 

reimbursement for health services in countries applying the system of reimbursement. 

 

In this rapidly changing environment, laboratory medicine professionals have a 

great responsibility. They have to respond to the complex forces that are influencing 

medicine by adopting measures to ensure appropriate test utilization. More attention 

should be paid when selecting laboratory tests, especially in countries with limited 

financial resources, focusing on essential tests contributing to health improvement and 

better outcomes. This requires adoption of adequate measures and appropriate technologies 

to be identified by countries themselves. It is particularly important, before embarking on 

new technologies and looking into the suitability of a technology for a certain level of 

health service, to find ways of identifying the cost and cost–effectiveness of these new 

technologies compared with existing alternatives.  
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Professional societies, like yours, can play an important role in adequately 

responding to technical development, allowing optimal and ethical use of modern 

technology for a better quality of health care services and considering socioeconomic 

issues. Professional societies can play an important role in establishing and upgrading 

quality assurance programmes on laboratory medicine. You can also contribute to 

continuing education programmes in order to respond to the rapid development of science 

and technology.  

 

I wish you all success in your conference. 

 

 May God, the Almighty, bless you all. 

 


