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Distinguished Representatives of United Nations and Regional Agencies, 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It is with pleasure that I welcome you to the second meeting of the Regional Inter-

Agency Task Force on Land and Water Resources. In the first meeting of the task force 

in February 1993, the pertinent issues of land and water resources were discussed, and 

the mandate and activities of each agency were reviewed. In the conclusions of the first 

meeting it was agreed that the members of the task force should collaborate on: water 
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resources assessment, water quality, water conservation, water information networks, 

water supply and sanitation. In matters pertaining to land resources, the topics for 

cooperation were identified as desertification and land reclamation, land pollution 

prevention and control, and land use assessment and zoning. 

 

 Also, a set of recommendations was put forward, which pointed to specific steps for 

strengthening the collaboration and exchange of information. 

 

 What we learnt after the first meeting makes it quite clear that more efforts are needed 

for better cooperation and exchange of information. 

 

 The need for joint and coordinated action becomes even more pressing when we all 

know that in our Region water resources are limited and demands are huge. The critical 

water shortage has reached to an alarming level. With the rapid population growth and an 

increase in water demand for food production, industry, commerce, services and domestic 

use, we will soon be in a crisis. Every effort, from every corner, is needed to face the 

challenges and to minimize the burden that threatens the well-being of our future 

generation. As the United Nations and as regional organizations, we have a special 

responsibility for promotion, coordination and facilitation of all efforts which help in 

judicious management of water resources, water conservation and water quality control. 

Hence, our closer collaboration is vital. 

 

 While we are blessed with plenty of land, most of it is barren. Our fertile land 

resources in many countries, as with water resources, are also limited. Unfortunately, we 

have lost much of the fertile agricultural land to urban growth and housing. Conservation 

of agricultural and range land is also an urgent priority. 

 

 In WHO, we continue to be concerned with water supply for municipal and rural 

areas, wastewater reuse, health aspects of water resources development for irrigation, 

agriculture, commerce, services and industry. Also, WHO has helped countries by 

producing the drinking water quality guidelines. These guidelines, as you are aware, are 

widely used and have formed the basis for national guidelines. Similarly, we have 
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produced the health criteria guidelines for reuse of wastewater in agriculture. 

Furthermore, we have extensive programmes on water and land pollution control.  

 

 I wish to take this opportunity to refer to WHO’s global and regional strategies on 

health and environment; both strategies consider health and environment in a holistic 

manner. In our efforts to respond to Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on the 

Environment and Development—the Earth Summit—one of the main priorities of the 

regional strategy is the provision of adequate water supply and sanitation. We also pay 

close attention to water conservation, water wastage prevention and quality control. 

 

 I wish to urge you to carefully review the report of the first meeting and assess 

progress and shortcomings in implementing its recommendations. This second meeting 

provides a good opportunity to share updated information and devise specific steps for 

closer collaboration. 

 

 I am looking forward to your report and I am confident that you will come up with a 

work plan, indicating a timetable and each agency’s responsibility for action. 

 

 I wish you every success in your meeting and a pleasant stay in Alexandria. 

 


