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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
  

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Interregional Meeting on Coordination 

of Operation MECACAR. 

 

 It wish to extend my sincere thanks to the Government of Uzgbekistan for hosting this 

important meeting and for making excellent arrangements. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is gratifying to note that since your most recent meeting held in September 1995 in 

Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran, excellent achievements towards poliomyelitis eradication in 

the Eastern Mediterranean Region have been made. It gives me great pleasure to give you a brief 

account of these achievements. 

 

 First, the most impressive is the widespread implementation of the key supplementary 

immunization strategy, namely the National Immunization Days. In 1993, only two of the 22 
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countries of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region carried out National Immunization Days— 

Egypt and the Syrian Arab Republic. In 1994, there were five. In 1995, eighteen countries 

conducted national immunization days. During 1996, twenty-one Member States have already 

conducted or are committed to conduct National Immunization Days. All countries represented in 

this meeting from our Region have already conducted coordinated National Immunization Days 

with the 10 countries from the European Region under the MECACAR operation which stands 

out as a fine example of international cooperation and coordination of poliomyelitis eradication 

activities. I sincerely hope that this operation can be repeated, at least in 1997, to ensure the 

disappearance of the disease from a large area of Asia. 

 

 Accelerated efforts have not been restricted to National Immuniztion Days. Most 

important to note is the fact that routine immunization coverage in most of the countries 

continues to be high. This, together with National Immunization Days, has resulted in a further 

declining trend of the total regional reported cases of poliomyelitis, from 1015 cases in 1994 to 

789 cases reported in 1995. The pattern in 1996 shows further reduction. In 1995, no cases were 

reported from 10 countries of the Region, including Jordan, Lebanon and Palestine from the 

MECACAR Member States, and no wild poliovirus has been isolated from the Syrian Arab 

Republic since March 1995. 

 

 The third important strategy, namely surveillance for acute flaccid paralysis, has also 

improved markedly. This system is established and shows rapid improvement in all countries 

represented at this meeting. Three MECACAR countries, namely Jordan, the Islamic Republic of 

Iran and the Syrian Arab Republic, have achieved the required level of sensitivity of acute flaccid 

paralysis surveillance—being able to detect at least one case of non-poliomyelitis acute flaccid 

paralysis per 100 000 children aged under 15 years of age annually. Iraq is very close to this 

degree of sensitivity of the acute flaccid paralysis surveillance system. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Although individual Member States’ achievements in poliomyelitis eradication are 

encouraging, many challenges still remain to be addressed. The most important challenges are: 

still weak surveillance systems at local, district, and national levels in many countries; inadequate 

routine immunization coverage in the “difficult to reach” population groups; appropriate 

documentation, which is required for eventual certification of wild poliovirus eradication; and 
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several others, which, I am confident, you will discuss and hopefully find appropriate approaches 

to address them. 

 

It is, however, of vital importance that countries move forward collectively, since no 

individual country can be assured of attaining diseases eradication without similar progress 

among its neighbours. 

 

In conclusion, I wish to thank you for having achieved so much in the national 

poliomyelitis eradication initiative in recent years. I also wish to thank the international agencies, 

particularly Rotary International and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, 

for their continued support and contribution to national and regional eradication initiatives. 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to assure you of WHO’s continued collaboration, 

consistent in all ways with its technical collaboration mandate, including the development of 

surveillance systems and laboratory services, updating national plans of action, and strengthening 

of donor support. 

 

I am confident that this meeting will be another important milestone in our efforts 

towards eradicating poliomyelitis by the year 2000. 

 

I wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in Tashkent. 

   

 
 


