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Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 
 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this consultation on developing guidelines to 

evaluate the Prototype Action-oriented School Health Curriculum. 

 

 I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Government of Sudan for agreeing to host this 

consultation meeting in Khartoum. 

 

 I am pleased to note that, as a result of WHO and UNICEF activities during recent years, 

considerable success has been achieved in promoting the concept of the Prototype Action-oriented 

School Health Curriculum in many countries in our Region. 

 

 The implementation of this initiative has contributed towards the achievement of the health 

goals for children, their families and communities, specifically in relation to: 

 

1. Improved health status of the pupils involved in classroom health instruction; 

2. Improved health status of the family members of pupils involved in classroom health 
instruction; and 
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3. Improved health status of the community as a result of the influence of classroom 

health instruction transferred from schoolchildren to their families and the extended 

community, and the actual participation of these pupils in health programme 

activities. 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

 This meeting is part of the ongoing joint activities between the World Health Organization’s 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean and UNICEF’s Regional Office for the Middle East 

and North Africa to draw up suitable guidelines to evaluate the impact of this programme, which since 

1988 has been implemented in five countries in our Region. 

 

 I am aware that evaluation of the effect of health education in schools is not easy. There are 

so many things that affect people’s lifestyle and health which cannot be separated one from the other 

and measured objectively. Nevertheless evaluation is important and must be carefully designed to 

avoid improper conclusions and bias. In the context of this consultation I feel that the evaluation 

process should address two basic questions at both national and local school levels. 

 

 The first question is: “Is the health education curriculum being implemented as intended or 

not?” The second is: “Is the expected impact being achieved through the health education curriculum 

in terms of the child’s attitude, knowledge or behaviour; and is this subsequently influencing the 

health of families and communities?” 

 

 The level of expertise at this distinguished gathering, which includes specialists in curriculum 

development from ministries of education and health education specialists from ministries of health, 

will greatly enrich the outcome of this consultative meeting, and I am confident that the meeting will 

come up with standard guidelines on methods and techniques of evaluating the Prototype Action-

oriented School Health Curriculum. 

 

 Finally, I should like to thank all of you for accepting our invitation to participate in this 

consultation meeting and to express our special appreciation to the Ministry of Education and 

Ministry of Health in Sudan for all their efforts to ensure smooth and successful proceedings. 

 

 I wish you every success in your deliberations and look forward to the outcome of your 

meeting. 


