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Your Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 I am very grateful for being invited to this extremely important conference relating to 

environmental protection as one of the major concerns of our time. 

 

 WHO has consistently given great importance to environmental health issues, considering 

them to be “a major prerequisite for health development in all countries”. Improved levels of human 

health can only be achieved by meeting basic environmental health needs which include community 

water supply and sanitation, environmental health in rural and urban development and housing, health 

risk assessment of potentially toxic chemicals, control of environmental health hazards, prevention of 

environmental pollution and food safety. 

 It is a well known fact that without an adequate safe water supply and proper sanitation 

facilities, the achievement of health targets is not possible. In fact, access to a safe water supply and 
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proper sanitation facilities is ranked as one of the indicators of the Global Strategy for Health for All 

by the Year 2000. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region the provision of a safe water supply and 

adequate sanitation still require dramatic improvement; coverage over 65% and 35% respectively, in 

1994. 

 

 Many of the most populated cities and industrial zones in the Region are situated along the 

coastlines. As a result, pollution of coastal waters is already quite severe in many areas and, because 

of population growth, tourism and industrial expansion, the potential for a worsening situation is 

considerable. 

 

 Many cities in the Region are also facing critical problems of air pollution, mainly due to 

large quantities of transport vehicles. The World Bank has estimated that in the Arab countries about 

35% of urban dwellers live in cities with unacceptable levels of pollution. On the other hand, the 

extensive use in some countries of biomass fuels (such as wood, crop residue, manure, and coal), by 

up to 70 million people may also result in adverse health effects. 

 

 In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, many industries, such as those producing 

petrochemicals, fertilizers and electroplating, produce wastes toxic to environmental biota and human 

health. Most countries in the Region are struggling with the disposal of municipal solid wastes in 

general, and little or no consideration is being given to the safe disposal of hazardous solid and liquid 

wastes. Certain segments of the population, such as agricultural workers using pesticides and certain 

industrial workers, are at a considerable risk of exposure to chemicals. 

 

 Reuse of wastewater and sewage sludge in agriculture, and the development of greenbelts and 

recreational areas are practised to varying degrees in the countries of the Region. However, in many 

cases, untreated sewage is used for irrigation in an uncontrolled manner. Such a practice affects the 
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health of agriculture workers and raises the risk of contaminated food stuffs, exposing consumers to 

health risks. Food safety is another area on which increasing attention is being focused. 

 

 The objective of WHO is “to support countries in providing the environmental elements 

required to meet basic health needs”. WHO was designated as a manager of the “health chapter” of 

the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development or the “Earth Summit”. 

Together with UNDP, WHO promotes recognition of environment and health concerns in national 

plans for sustainable development. 

 

 The World Health Assembly, in Resolution WHA45.31, advised the Director-General of 

WHO to formulate a new global strategy for environmental health, based on the findings and 

recommendations of the WHO Commission on Health and Environment and on the outcome of the 

“Earth Summit”. 

 

 The global strategy, which was developed in close cooperation with WHO Headquarters and 

its Regional Offices, was adopted by the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly in May 1993. 

 

 On the Regional level a consultation was held in Amman, Jordan during June 1993 on the 

Development of a Regional Strategy for Health and Environment guided by the principles contained 

in WHO’s global strategy, based on country experience in the Region and focusing on this Region’s 

specificity and trends. The Eastern Mediterranean Regional Committee agreed upon the Regional 

Strategy for Health and Environment in October 1993. 

 

 It is recognized that the ministry of health may not always be the “lead” agency in carrying 

out the follow-up of the Regional Strategy for Health and Environment at the country level. 

Strengthening the capabilities of the ministries of health to assume more responsibility in the areas of 
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health and environment and a greater leadership role is, however, a goal of WHO’s initiative in this 

area. 

 

 WHO is also supporting the process of reviewing the environmental health situation and 

problems in the countries, and preparing national strategies as well as plans of action to be 

incorporated in the national plan for sustainable development, by representatives from all concerned 

ministries and institutions. 

 

 The target set for this Region is that 11 countries including Egypt, should have developed 

national policies for people’s health protection against environmental hazards and incorporated these 

policies into their national development plans by 1997. 

 

 The WHO Regional programme of environmental health in rural and urban development and 

housing is a relevant example of consideration for conditions prevailing in countries of the Region. It 

aims to incorporate health measures into development projects, especially structurally safe housing, 

with the necessary water supply, sanitation and hygiene facilities. Furthermore, since urbanization has 

become such a major challenge to the human environment, the concept of healthy cities is being 

promoted within the Regional context. 

 

 In order to promote human resources development, strengthening of education and research 

institutions, provision of technical information to professionals, and the promotion of appropriate 

technologies, in 1985 EMRO established a Centre of Environmental Health Activities (CEHA) in 

Amman, Jordan. 

 

 This Centre organizes intercountry and national technical courses and workshops in the 

Region. CEHA  is now providing support to Member States of the Region in the implementation of 

the regional strategy for health and environment. 
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 In conclusion, I would like to stress WHO’s philosophy that a healthy environment is a 

prerequisite for attaining human health and well being. In translating this concept and policy into 

action, the Organization is collaborating with its Member States on major environmental health 

problems. 

 

 Your Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to thank the 

organizers of this conference for their invitation and I look forward to receiving the results of your 

deliberations. 

 

 

    

 


