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Your Excellency, Distinguished Guests, Dear Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Training Course on Solid 

Waste Management. I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the 

Government of Jordan for the warm hospitality and excellent support it has extended to us, 

and, in particular, to thank His Excellency the Minister of Health and his staff for their timely 

and courteous cooperation. 

 

 As the population grows, often bringing with this growth socioeconomic and physical 

development and technological advances, more waste is produced in the urbanized and 

industrialized countries of our Region. This waste requires environmentally safe management 

and disposal. Inadequate storage, collection and disposal of such waste continues to endanger 

public health throughout the Region, particularly in urban areas. Even though practical 

solutions for reducing the production of such waste are available, many national and 

municipal authorities have not yet fully recognized the importance of waste minimization and 

resource recovery. To eliminate or reduce the accompanying environmental hazards and 

threats to human health, it is essential that the authorities concerned adequately train their 

related personnel, develop solid waste management information systems and strengthen 
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legislation. Through these measures, they will be able to promote appropriate technologies 

and modernize equipment to manage the ever-increasing solid waste problems in their 

countries. 

 
  The gravity and magnitude of environmental health hazards and problems resulting 

from solid waste are fully recognized by the World Health Organization’s Regional Strategy 

on “Health and Environment”. In this strategy, which was adopted in October 1993, 

“Management of Solid Wastes” is ranked as the third most important subject in the First 

Priority Areas requiring urgent action by Member States. 

 

 Realizing the importance of the problem of solid waste, EMRO/CEHA previously 

organized two activities, a Regional Workshop and a Training Course on Solid Waste 

Management in Amman. The participants of both meetings recognized that solid waste 

management is one of the most pressing environmental health issues in the Region, requiring 

urgent attention, and that the lack of trained personnel in this field is one of the main 

handicaps in implementing national and regional environmental health strategies. Therefore, 

they recommended that, as a follow-up, EMRO/CEHA organize regional and national training 

courses on solid waste management for the “training of trainers”. 

 

 This two-week “training of trainers” course consists of lectures, site visits, practical 

case studies and equipment demonstration. It also provides an opportunity to learn from 

experts on how solid wastes can be managed by adopting safe, hygienic, “environmentally-

friendly” and sound practices. Furthermore, the course familiarizes the participants with 

appropriate, affordable and cost-effective technologies which are suited to local conditions 

and needs. I trust that the management of this technical area in various cities in our Region 

will benefit from the training of nationals by the trained “trainers” and from your follow-up of 

the various components in the training courses. 
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 In conclusion, I wish you much success, and I hope that the recommendations you 

propose will be carried out. I also wish you all a pleasant stay in this beautiful city of Amman. 

 


