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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It gives me pleasure to welcome you to this Regional Training Course on the Tenth Revision 

of the International Classification of Diseases, or ICD-10. 

 

 I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

and its Ministry of Health and Medical Education for their kind agreement to host this regional 

training course. 

 Dear Colleagues, 

 

 Nearly 17 years ago, the Member States of WHO pledged to work together to attain the goal 

of health for all the people of the world by the year 2000, so that they all might lead socially and 

economically productive lives. To this end, Member States have developed and updated national 

strategies and activities to support these strategies. They would like to know if they are making 

progress in implementing their strategies and whether their people’s health is improving as a result. 

To answer these questions, a systematic monitoring and evaluation process was introduced in 1982, 

using a set of indicators covering all aspects of health systems. Those health indicators relating to 
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morbidity and mortality are the most critical because they are a direct measure of the impact of the  

health strategy on the improvement of people’s health. 

 

 As you know, it is difficult or even impossible to make a relevant assessment of the health 

status of any country without proper analysis of the causes of morbidity and mortality. And we must 

be able to compare the health of different countries’ populations. That is why it is essential to use the 

International Classification of Diseases.  

 

 As you are aware, international efforts to classify diseases began before WHO was 

established. Revisions of the classification of diseases were made on the basis of the Bertillon 

Classification, or the International List of Causes of Deaths, formalized in 1893. This subsequently 

became the International Classification of Diseases.  

 

 Classification of diseases and causes of death is an important function of WHO, as noted in its 

constitution. Since WHO’s establishment, revisions of the International Classification of Diseases 

have been made under its auspices: the Tenth Revision is the latest in this series. This document 

constitutes a tool for establishing the statistics of morbidity and mortality by cause, and thus provides 

the means for monitoring the progress of the health for all strategy implementation and for the 

evaluation of its impact on the improvement of health. 

 

 In addition to revising ICD, WHO is making a continuing effort to develop ICD training 

material and to organize training activities on this subject. This regional ICD-10 training course is an 

example. Our objective is to develop national capabilities for the effective use of ICD-10 with the aim 

that a maximum number of countries will be able to collect and publish statistics of morbidity and 

mortality by cause. It is a computer-based training course, based on a package called “TENDON”, 

which was prepared under WHO sponsorship especially for this purpose. The course is aimed at 

training participants in the use of the Tenth Revision of the International Classification of Diseases so 

that they can themselves become trainers of national coders of ICD-10. 

 

 The interactive form that such computer-based training takes will be helpful in strengthening 

national capabilities on how to use ICD-10. I hope that such facilities will encourage national health 

authorities to focus on the improvement of data quality of both death certification and morbidity 

diagnosis, which constitute the main challenges in this area. I would like to assure you that WHO, in 

its continuing support to Member States in the field of health information systems development, is 

ready to respond to your specific country needs to overcome such challenges. 
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 Dear Colleagues, 

 

 I am confident that with your experience and familiarity with the International Classification 

of Diseases, this training course will achieve its objectives. 

 

 I wish to take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to all of you for your agreement to 

participate in this training course and share your experience and views with others. 

 Finally, I wish to reiterate my thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and 

to its Ministry of Health and Medical Education for hosting this meeting and for extending their 

excellent facilities, particularly their informatics network system. 

 

 I wish you a successful training course and a pleasant stay in Teheran. 

 

 
 


