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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 
 
 
 It gives me great pleasure to be with you on this important occasion, as it is always a 

source of great satisfaction for me to attend meetings which deal with important topics that 

contribute to providing further safety and better health for people. 

 

 Praise be to God, who has vowed to fulfil His promise recorded in the Glorious Quran:  

"God will cause ease to follow on the heels of hardship". 

 

 Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 WHO has consistently placed great importance on environmental health issues, considering 

them to be “a major prerequisite for health development of all communities”; the organization’s 

objective is to “support countries in providing the environmental elements required to meet the 

basic health needs”. I have recently attended two such important meetings: The Second 

Conference on Health, Environment and Development, which took place in Beirut, Lebanon last 
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November, preceded by a meeting in Isfahan in the Islamic Republic of Iran on “Healthy 

Villages”. The World Health Day theme for 1996 is “Healthy Cities”. Both the Isfahan conference 

early this month and the next World Health Day theme reflect the sustained and growing interest 

of WHO in environmental health at both Regional and Global levels. 

 

  It is a well known fact that without adequate safe water supply and proper sanitation 

facilities, achievement of health targets is not possible. In fact, access to safe water supply and 

proper sanitation facilities is ranked as one of the indicators of WHO’s Global Strategy for Health 

for All by the Year 2000. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region of WHO, the coverage by safe 

water supply and sanitation still requires dramatic improvements—it was 70.7% and 55.1%, 

respectively, in 1994. 

 

 Many cities in the Region are also facing critical problems caused by air pollution, mainly 

because of motor vehicles. The World Bank estimated that in the Arab countries about 35% of the 

urban dwellers live in cities with unacceptable levels of pollution. In addition,  the extensive use in 

some countries of biomass fuels (wood, crop residue, manure, coal, etc.) by up to 70 million 

people may result in adverse health effects. 

 

 Many populated cities and industrial zones in the Region are situated along the coastlines. 

As a result, pollution of coastal waters is already quite severe in many areas and because of 

population growth, tourism and industrial expansion, the potential for deterioration is considerable. 

 

 Also, many industries, such as petrochemicals, fertilizers and electroplating, produce wastes 

toxic to environmental biota and human health.  Most countries in the Region are struggling with 

the disposal of municipal solid wastes, in general, and little or no consideration is being given to 

the safe disposal of hazardous solid and liquid wastes. Problems of transfrontier shipment of 

hazardous wastes require regional collaboration.  This is particularly needed in order to prevent 

export of hazardous wastes to countries that do not have the capacity to deal with these wastes in 

an environmentally sound way, or altogether ban the import of such wastes. 

 

 Certain segments of the population, such as the agricultural workers using pesticides and 

certain industrial workers are at a considerable risk of exposure to chemicals. 

 

 Reuse of wastewater and sewage sludge in agriculture and the development of greenbelts 

and recreational areas are practised to varying degrees in the countries of the Region. However, in 

many cases, untreated sewage is used for irrigation in an uncontrolled manner. Such a practice 
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affects the health of agriculture workers and raises the risk of contaminated foodstuffs, exposing 

consumers to health risks. Food safety is another area on which increasing attention is being 

focused. 

 

 The “Earth Summit”, held in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992, stressed that "health" is a key 

factor in sustainable development and encouraged WHO to implement ambitious new programmes 

aimed at promoting and protecting human health.  Future strategy was outlined in the Conference's 

main plan of action, called "Agenda 21". 

 

 In the light of the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly resolution WHA46.20, and in line 

with the principles contained in WHO's global strategy for health and environment, WHO/EMRO 

developed its Regional Strategy for Health and Environment during a consultation held in Amman, 

Jordan, in June 1993; the strategy was later adopted by the Fortieth Regional Committee (October 

1993), which urged Member States to implement it. 

 

 Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It is a source of great satisfaction for me to inform you that Pakistan was the first country in 

our Region to develop a national strategy for health and environment.With the technical assistance 

and financial support of WHO/EMRO a national working group prepared a comprehensive 

document with a plan of action, where all the related issues and priorities of environmental health 

for Pakistan were included. Financial requirements and resource mobilization were also addressed. 

 

 The aim of your meeting is to review this important document and the progress made in its 

implementation, to identify ways and means to strengthen arrangements for cooperation and 

coordination between the different sectors and bodies involved in environmental health activities 

at country and local levels.  

 

 Obviously, the links between health, environment and sustainable development will require 

intersectoral efforts, involving the governmental and local agencies concerned, schools, 

universities, the community (including the business community), as well as religious, civic and 

cultural organizations. 

  

 Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 



 4

 We look forward for more intersectoral collaboration between WHO and ministries of 

health, environment and other ministries and institutions concerned, for strengthening closer 

cooperation and liaison in this area. 

 

 In conclusion, I wish to stress that we should do our best to give prominence to the 

protection of environmental health, so that the present generation may enjoy a healthy 

environment and that the future one will still be able to pursue sustainable development. 

 

 God bless your and our endeavours. 

 


