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 Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues, 

 

 It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Second Intercountry Meeting on National 

Cancer Control Programmes.  I wish to express my appreciation and gratitude to the Government 

of the Sultanate of Oman for agreeing to host this meeting and to His Excellency the Minister of 

Health, Dr Ali Bin Mohammed Bin Moosa, for honouring us by inaugurating it. I would also like 

to acknowledge with thanks the excellent arrangements made by the Ministry of Health for this 

enterprise. 

 

 As you all know, cancer is a problem of major public health concern worldwide.  While it 

already represents a considerable problem in developed nations, the burden of cancer is also 

increasing in developing countries. Despite the lack of reliable data on the epidemiology of cancer 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, evidence clearly indicates that the problem is attaining 

considerable proportions in many Member States.  Cancer emerges nowadays as one of the leading 

causes of death in some countries. 

 

 The achievements made in communicable disease control and the greater longevity 

enjoyed by Eastern Mediterranean populations are important factors contributing to the increasing 
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morbidity and mortality from cancer in the Region.  The rapid spread of the smoking epidemic, 

newly acquired nutritional patterns and prevailing environmental conditions are also reasons for 

the growing significance of cancer.  Some infectious diseases in our Region such as hepatitis B 

and schistosomiasis, which are associated with high occurrence rates of primary hepatocellular 

carcinoma and bladder neoplasia, are also making significant contributions to the high morbidity 

and mortality due to cancer in some Member States in the Region. 

 

 Despite the generally increasing awareness of the importance of cancer control, the 

problem has, generally, not yet received the priority it deserves among other public health 

problems.  WHO has, therefore, been stressing the need for comprehensive action by national 

authorities and has been calling for the development of national plans emphasizing prevention and 

early detection as well as care for the patients. 

 

 To assist Member countries in developing such plans, the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediteranean organized the First Intercountry Meeting on National Cancer Control Programmes in 

November 1993 in Cairo, Egypt.  During this meeting, the situation of cancer in the Region was 

reviewed, the concept of National Cancer Control Programmes was discussed in the context of the 

Regional situation and appropriate strategies and approaches for cancer control in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region were identified. Based on the proceedings of the meeting, a Regional 

publication called Cancer control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region was produced and 

distributed to ministries of health and relevant institutions in all countries of the Region. 

 

 As a follow up to the recommendations of this meeting, several important initiatives were 

made during the current biennium. 

 

 The WHO Regional Office collaborated with the International Agency for Research on 

Cancer to organize the International Course on Cancer Epidemiology with Emphasis on Cancer 

Control, which ran from 18 to 28 September 1995 in Amman, Jordan; and this provided an 

opportunity to train over 30 professionals from Member States and to serve as a baseline for future 

intercountry collaboration in areas related to the study of cancer patterns and cancer control in the 

Region. 

 

 Since cancer tends to present at an advanced stage in the majority of cases, the Regional 

Office also organized a regional training course on cancer palliative care and pain relief in June 

1995 when doctors and nurses from 11 countries were trained in the basic principles of palliative 

care. 
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 Perhaps the most encouraging development that took place after the First Intercountry 

Meeting on National Cancer Control Programmes was the formulation of comprehensive national 

cancer control plans in several Member States. I am pleased to say that the first initiative came 

from the Sultanate of Oman, the country that is hosting our meeting today.  A national workshop 

was organized in October 1994, in collaboration with WHO, during which a plan of action was 

formulated and subsequently endorsed by His Excellency the Minister of Health.   

 

 It is encouraging  to note that the majority of Member States of the Region are keenly 

interested in developing and implementing national cancer control programmes.  As a result of our 

call for action and also because of a high priority already given to cancer control in some 

countries, the number of Member States planning to implement cancer control activities is now 

rising.  Despite this promising trend, we still wish to see this number increase to include all 

countries, since cancer is a significant threat to public health everywhere. 

 

 I am also pleased to see that most of the participants in this important meeting are national 

focal persons for cancer control in your countries. The major objectives that we shall attempt to 

achieve during the next four days are to review progress made in the development of national 

plans for cancer control since the first meeting in 1993; to review progress made in implementing 

cancer control activities in the Region and to identify constraints and achievements; to discuss the 

preparation of educational material on the prevention of cancer in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region; and to review the development of cancer information systems as a tool for evaluating the 

impact of health education on cancer staging. 

 

 I am confident that this meeting will also help to promote exchange of knowledge and 

experiences between Member countries in areas of mutual interest and concern related to the 

public health aspects of cancer and will hopefully trigger more regional coordination and technical 

collaboration between countries of the Region. 

 

 I wish you a productive meeting and enjoyable stay in Muscat and I look forward with 

great interest to the outcome of your work and recommendations. 

 

 God bless you. 

 

 

 



 4

 


