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Nevertheless, research on cancer, including breast cancer, remains a high priority globally, as 

little is still known about the causes.  

Despite the focus of organizations such as IARC on low-income and middle-income 

countries over a number of decades, research in the Region still does not receive sufficient 

attention due to the lack of resources and capacity. There are major reasons to justify 

prioritization of breast cancer research. These include the need for more basic knowledge on 

the causes, its risk factors and the women susceptible to developing this type of cancer, as 

well as why, where such knowledge is available, it is not always adequately applied and 

action implemented to prevent breast cancer.  

Ladies and gentlemen  

From research, we already know that screening is effective for breast, cervical and 

colorectal cancers. Also from research results, it is evident that improvements in treatment 

have resulted in improved outcomes. This meeting will be a critical step towards overcoming 

the challenges to a regional breast cancer research programme to address the needs and 

enhance the resources. I am confident that during this meeting, valuable information on 

screening, prevention and treatment of breast cancer will be shared. 

  I wish you all a successful meeting, productive deliberations and a pleasant stay in 

Cairo. 

Thank you. 

 


