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Opening Remarks 

to the  

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON IHR IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING OF 
CORE CAPACITIES IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION  

Cairo, Egypt, 5–7 December 2011 

 
Dear Colleagues, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to be with you today to welcome you all to this regional workshop 

on IHR implementation and monitoring of core capacities in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my deep appreciation to the 

Government of Egypt for hosting such an important meeting, especially as we are nearing the 

deadline of 15 June 2012. My appreciation also goes to our colleagues from WHO 

headquarters and country offices, as well as to the representatives from our partners the US 

Naval Medical Research Unit No. 3, or NAMRU-3, and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, who I am sure will continue to support WHO in building and sustaining the core 

capacities required for IHR implementation.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Articles 5 and 13 of the IHR (2005) mandate each State Party to develop, strengthen 

and maintain the capacities to detect, assess, notify, report and respond promptly and 

effectively to the public health risks and events and public health emergencies of 

international concern. Recent country experiences from pandemic influenza (H1N1) have 

enabled you to evaluate the functioning of IHR 2005, as this was the first public health 

emergency of international concern reported following the revised IHR’s entry into force on 

15 June 2007. This has been intensively reviewed by the IHR Review Committee, which 

made 15 important recommendations. Among these is that “WHO should assist States Parties 

to accelerate the implementation of IHR 2005”, entailing that capacities according to annexes 

1A and 1B  of the regulations should be met by 15 June 2012 with an exceptional extension if 

requested. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

 For the year 2011 to date, only 13 countries (57%) have responded to the IHR 

monitoring questionnaire 2011. This questionnaire is an added tool to assist you in evaluating 

the progress in IHR implementation, identifying the strengths and weaknesses and 

determining whether you are meeting the technical capacities by 15 June 2012. The results of 

these questionnaires will be reported to your respected Ministers during the upcoming 

Executive Board and World Health Assembly in January and May 2012, respectively.  For 

those countries that have not yet completed the IHR monitoring questionnaire 2011, please 

take advantage of this opportunity and the availability of WHO experts around you to fill and 

complete the questionnaire and to report officially to WHO within a defined deadline that you 

will agree on with the facilitators of this workshop.  

WHO has already communicated with all States Parties the possibility of submitting 

an extension for two years to implement the IHR if needed. However, any country requests 

for extension must be based on facts and strong justifications and accompanied by a detailed 

plan of action including a clear timetable for building or improving or strengthening 

capacities that could not be achieved by 15 June 2012.   

Distinguished guests, 

I would like to seize this opportunity and to highlight two critical issues that I believe 

are key to the success of our collective efforts in response to the public health events of 

international concern in the Region. These are sustaining transparency in sharing information 

within the context of IHR (2005), and strong partnership and coordination in planning and 

implementation, both of which will demonstrate our accountability towards national, regional 

and global health security. This will provide us all with a reasonable security margin to 

prepare ourselves for containing an emerging pathogen or any other event that might be of 

international concern.   

I have no doubt that your deliberations will help all of us in setting a way forward to 

meet the requirements and obligations by 15 June 2012 or to submit requests for extensions 

within a detailed plan of action developed at the national level. WHO stands ready to support 

you in all activities related to IHR implementation.  I would like to thank you all again, and I 

urge all of you to seek the utmost benefit from this meeting through sound discussions and 
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transparent exchange of ideas in order to enhance readiness and preparedness activities for 

public health events that might be of international concern in our region.  

I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


