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In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 

Message from 

DR HUSSEIN A. GEZAIRY 

REGIONAL DIRECTOR  

WHO EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGION 

to the 

SUB-REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH IN HEALTH CARE 

FACILITIES WITH SPECIAL FOCUS ON HEALTH CARE WASTE  

Amman, Jordan, 12–14 December 2011 

Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to address this sub-regional workshop on environmental health 

in health care facilities with special focus on health care waste, organized by WHO in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Government 

of Jordan for hosting this meeting in Amman, Jordan. 

Ladies and Gentleman,  

Health care settings are considered potentially hazardous workplaces, exposing patients 

and staff alike to a wide range of physical, chemical and biological hazards. In addition, 

activities performed within health care facilities, such as incineration of medical waste and 

disposal of hazardous chemicals, can also adversely affect the environment.  

Health care-associated infections affect between 5% and 30% of patients. Patients and 

staff as well as visitors may face the unacceptable risk of infection, if the environmental settings 

of the health care facility are inadequate. There are several risks related to health care 

environments, including airborne infections (e.g. tuberculosis and Legionella), which can be 
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prevented by improved ventilation, water-borne infections (e.g. diarrhoea), which can be 

prevented by providing safe water supply, and vector-borne infections (e.g. malaria), which can 

be prevented by proper environmental management and adequate programmes on vector control. 

Improvement of the hospital environment, consistent, safe and sound water supply, basic 

sanitation, proper management of health care waste, safe food handling and adequate ventilation 

can contribute to the decrease or even elimination of transmission of infections in health care 

settings.  

The regional strategy for enhancing patient safety, which was endorsed by the fifty-

second session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean articulates that 

the main categories of patient safety are product safety (e.g. vaccines and blood), safety of 

services (e.g. infection control) and a safe environment of care (e.g. facilities, waste management 

and other environmental considerations). The recommendations in the regional strategy call on 

Member States to introduce the concept of “patient safety” and to make it a top priority on the 

health agenda of policy-makers and within the organizational structure of the health system. 

Also, it calls on Member States to develop suitable sets of standards and indicators for patient 

safety including environmental safety. In response, the Regional Centre for Environmental 

Health Activities (CEHA) participated in the development of the WHO guidelines published in 

2008 entitled "Essential environmental health standards in health care". It also developed, in 

2010, in collaboration with the Regional Office, the environmental safety component of the 

patient safety toolkit within the framework of the patient safety friendly hospital initiative, along 

with other pertinent documents and initiatives in this regard.  

Many health care facilities in our Region might not be fully capable of achieving 

acceptable levels of environmental health in the short term, due to lack of resources, skills or 

adequate institutional support. Therefore, steps should be taken both to prioritize environmental 

health issues and to work in a tiered approach so that the urgent problems can be identified and 

addressed immediately.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

This regional workshop provides a good opportunity to discuss current environmental 

health problems/challenges, essential measures to protect health in health care settings, the 

prioritization of environmental health and related occupational health issues and their 
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implementation. Our national and regional experts from different health programmes will 

exchange experiences and discuss suggested solutions for development of a regional strategic 

framework to help Eastern Mediterranean Region countries to achieve their desired goals on 

environmental health and related occupational health in health care facilities.   

I would like to take this opportunity to convey my best wishes to each and every one of 

you for a very fruitful workshop and for a joyful stay in Amman.  

Thank you very much. 


