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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the regional consultation on developing a 

framework for the implementation of the recommendations of the World Report on Child 

Injury Prevention. 

This consultation provides an opportunity to make the best possible use of proven and 

promising interventions to save the young lives lost due to injuries every year. The right of 

children to safety and to protection from injury and violence is strongly affirmed in the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is time to translate our commitments into 

concrete actions in countries of our Region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Child injuries are undoubtedly a major threat to child survival and health. As children 

grow, their interaction with their environment increases, and so does their exposure to the 

risk of unintentional injuries, which become the greatest threat to children’s survival by the 

age of nine. Among the leading causes of such unintentional injuries are road traffic 

crashes, drowning, burns, falls and poisoning. 
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Globally, injuries and violence are a major killer of children under the age of 18 years 

and cause approximately 950 000 deaths every year. About 90% of these deaths are due to 

unintentional injuries: more than 2000 children a day. In the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region, the situation is no different. Unintentional injuries are a leading cause of death 

among children. The Region endures about 12% of all unintentional injury deaths in the 

world among those under 20 years of age, differentially affecting the disadvantaged 

sections of the society. 

In addition to the horrific death burden, children surviving injuries suffer temporary 

and quite often permanent disabilities. This has an impact on the development and quality 

of life, not only of the young people concerned but also of their families and communities. 

The implications of this for achieving Millennium Development Goal no 4 on reducing 

child mortality cannot be overstated. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

What makes this tragic toll even more unacceptable is that in a vast majority of cases 

it is eminently avoidable. Efficient and effective interventions are available to prevent 

child injuries and their implementation has resulted in appreciable reduction in child 

mortality in the developed world. The major challenge is to ensure that these interventions 

are put into place in our countries especially the low-income and middle-income countries. 

To coordinate and consolidate comprehensive and concerted actions, WHO has been 

working with partners to address the issue. A key achievement is the joint WHO UNICEF 

World report on child injury prevention of 2008, which provides the best available 

evidence and guidance on what works to prevent and control child injury-related deaths 

and disabilities. The solutions are low cost and require simple technology.  

More recently, in May 2011, the 64th World Health Assembly endorsed a landmark 

resolution (WHA64.27) on child injury prevention. The resolution clearly urges WHO to 

support Member States to implement the recommendations of the world report, to integrate 

child injury prevention in national child development programmes and in other relevant 

programmes, and to ensure that it is accorded appropriate importance within programmes 

for child health. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Building on these efforts and commitments, there is an evident need to agree on a 

structured framework to strengthen and advance intersectoral work to prevent child injuries 

and make them an integral part of child health services and programmes. This should 

enable countries of the Region to address key challenges, such as the limited capacity of 

the available human resources and systems to deliver effective interventions based on 

indigenous research through multisectoral coordination.  

We are counting on your expertise to help turn the recommendations of the report 

from abstract concepts to concrete actions  

I wish you a successful meeting. May God bless you all. 

 
 
 


