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response to the pandemic A(H1N1) 2009 virus outbreak and the need for adequate preparedness 

for similar events in the future have made it necessary to focus our attention on outbreaks of 

influenza and other outbreak-prone respiratory illnesses in the Region. This is also in pursuance 

of the regional strategy for communicable disease surveillance, forecasting and response. The 

training is intended to build capacities that will promote the development of effective sentinel 

surveillance systems for influenza-like illness and severe acute respiratory illness (ILI/SARI), 

and that will assist in strengthening the preparedness for rapid containment of influenza 

pandemics and outbreaks of other communicable diseases among refugees and displaced 

populations. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Humanitarian emergencies caused by conflicts or natural disasters are frequent in the WHO 

Eastern Mediterranean Region. Such events are characterized by large displacement of people. 

Those affected are often resettled in large overcrowded camps, in temporary shelters with poor 

sanitation, inadequate food and lack of clean water.  These settings are fertile grounds for the 

rapid spread of communicable diseases such as acute respiratory illnesses, including influenza.  

For these reasons and many more, influenza surveillance and early detection of clusters of cases 

of influenza that should lead to rapid containment and timely implementation of community 

mitigation measures in settlements for the displaced require special consideration. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Globally, the Eastern Mediterranean Region has the largest number of displaced 

populations. Over ten million people displaced by conflict and natural disasters are currently 

resettled in camps in Jordan, Lebanon, occupied Palestinian territory, Pakistan, Sudan, Somalia, 

and Syrian Arab Republic. You are representing these countries here and that is why you have 

been invited to attend this workshop. This workshop will complement other similar trainings that 

have been conducted by the Emergency and Humanitarian Action Programme.  

You are the first line of health workers directly or indirectly involved in providing health 

care services to the refugees and displaced populations in your countries. Some of you are WHO 

coordinators of humanitarian emergency preparedness programmes in these affected countries. 

We hope that you will use the knowledge from this training to assist in initiating and laying 
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down the foundation for surveillance of influenza-like illness and/or severe acute respiratory 

illness (ILI/SARI), and that you will promote the expansion or development of pandemic 

preparedness plans for the refugee and internally displaced populations.  We also expect you to 

share your rich field experience with each other. 

I wish you a very successful and productive training workshop. 

Thank you.  


