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Dear Colleagues, 

Bidding farewell to one year and welcoming in another is an occasion for all of us to 

contemplate and attempt to comprehend the departing phase and prepare for the forthcoming 

one. 

As was the case with events of the past years, it might be appropriate to give the past year 

the title: “more challenges”…challenges that had a variety of conditions and circumstances… 

from climate, to political and economic. But, we must not overlook the propitious signs of 

development which the countries of the Region, at various levels, have enjoyed. 

In the area of health systems strengthening, WHO continued to provide of technical support 

to our Member States, with special focus on national priorities and consistent with the 

developmental directions associated with the country-specific epidemiological indicators. WHO 

monitored the level of performance in regard to accelerating progress towards the achievement 

of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the initiative towards communicable disease 

control, as well as the strategic directions for priority health programmes. 

A breakdown of the current situation shows that several countries in the Region have made 

considerable, but still not sufficient, progress towards achievement of the health-related MDGs 

for reduction in child and maternal mortality and communicable disease control, as manifested 
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by the current indicators. It is imperative that we continue these consolidated efforts so as to 

realize our targets by 2015. 

In the area of emergency and disaster reduction and curtailing the impact of such events, 

WHO continued its prompt and swift monitoring of the situation in all countries of the Region, 

with special focus on the seven priority countries at risk of sustaining man-made or natural 

disasters. We all recall the devastating disaster of floods which struck our brothers in Pakistan 

last year where nearly seven million were severely affected. WHO rushed to the scene to carry 

out its obligations within the health-related humanitarian interventions in an endeavour to relieve 

the sufferings of the affected population. I would like to take the opportunity to extend my 

sincere thanks and appreciation and pay tribute to the staff of the Regional Office and the 

country offices for their commendable performance for this noble cause. My special thanks go to 

the WR office in Pakistan for the effort and time they gave, and are still giving, with the 

relentless commitment we all have to maintain the health of the peoples of this Region. 

It goes without saying that the communication role of the Organization over the past year 

was pivotal in the success of several initiatives. The most important of these initiatives was the 

vaccination week which took place concurrently in all countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. We also celebrated World Health Day, the theme of which addressed the topic of 

Healthy Cities and their great importance in ensuring the quality life we hope that all countries 

will be able to achieve. This, in addition to the other “Days”, which served to inform the Member 

States on efficient programmes for the promotion of health and response to the determinants of 

health, in a scientific and practical manner. 

Epidemiologically, WHO declared the post-H1N1 phase, which is now shifted to seasonal 

influenza, taking precautionary measures required for this stage, in terms of surveillance and 

prevention. Healthy lifestyles should always be followed, now and in the future, considering how 

significant their impact is on controlling the spread of the virus and limiting its consequences. 

This also applies to the initiatives targeting the eradication of certain diseases and the elimination 

of others, in accordance with the specific standards and criteria set and implemented by WHO, in 

collaboration with the concerned bodies in countries of the Region. In this respect, the Regional 

Office continues its poliovirus control interventions and responds to the challenges presented in 
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the continued transmission of this disease in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Efforts are underway to 

prevent immunity gaps among children in all countries of the Region, maintain high levels of 

coverage with routine immunization and implement supplementary immunization activities in 

low-immunity foci. This is associated with strengthening the surveillance systems, including the 

polio laboratory network for containment of the virus and certification of polio-free status in 

countries of the Region. 

It is true that the challenges are so numerous… but it is the responsibility of all of us to 

respond to these challenges, and WHO has been successful in making a scientific breakthrough 

to support the Expanded Programme on Immunization with the announcement of a new 

Meningitis A vaccine. Another scientific achievement was the innovatory Rapid TB Testing by 

DNA Magnification, which should increase the rates of detection for this disease and 

consequently, reduce its spread. As we greet the New Year, I would invite all of you to welcome 

it with hope and optimism for a better future and to work towards this end. It is our professional 

responsibility that has put us in the core of humanitarian action. We may find consolation for our 

hard work in the smile on the face of every child we were able to help to vaccinate, or in the 

happiness of every woman we were able to assist in obtaining antenatal or postnatal care, or 

when we see fathers relieved from the hardships of life and the impact of disasters. This should 

make us self-content and gratified and give us confidence for new hope to escort the advent of 

the New Year, which will witness the realization of our objectives, God’s willing. 

Wishing you all and the peoples of our Region a happy New Year, filled with prosperity 

and the good health which we all strive to promote and enhance. 
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