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On the other hand, the situation in Afghanistan and Pakistan is of great concern. In 

Afghanistan, continued circulation is linked both to the ongoing war and to the situation 

across the border with Pakistan. 

 What is satisfying is that the programme has been successful in maintaining the polio-

free status in all other areas of Afghanistan and to restrict the circulation to only a limited 

number of districts, where accessibility to children is severely affected, despite the 

innumerable efforts made to achieve full accessibility. 

 In Pakistan, we have a combined situation, some of the areas where the polioviruses 

are circulating are security compromised, affecting accessibility to children, sometimes for 

prolonged period. In other areas the circulation is due to inadequate implementation of the 

polio eradication strategies. I wish, however, to indicate that significant efforts continue to be 

made on several fronts to address the constraints facing effective implementation of polio 

eradication strategies, with special emphasis on endemic foci. There are only a few of these 

but they continue to threaten the situation in the rest of the country. 

 I remain very encouraged by the sustained commitment in both countries and by the 

exemplary close and comprehensive collaboration between them. 

 I wish to take this opportunity to refer to the evaluation missions sent to Pakistan and 

Afghanistan and to other endemic and re-infected countries, under the able leadership of Dr 

Ali Jaffer. These missions have been a great help in underlining the major constraints facing 

eradication activities and have been one of the main landmarks in pushing the programmes in 

the right direction to achieve polio eradication. 

Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, 

 We remain very optimistic that the target of polio eradication will soon be achieved 

based on the continued high level political commitment to the eradication goal, and by the 

dedication and devotion of national and international staff and all the polio eradication 

partners. 

 Without taking any more time from your very busy schedule, I wish you a very 

productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo 

 
 


