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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It gives me great pleasure to address you at this forum, Nongovernmental Organizations 

and Cancer: Challenges and Opportunities, organized by the Eastern Mediterranean Regional 

Alliance against Cancer (EMRA), taking place in the beautiful and majestic city of 

Marrakech. 

First and foremost, let me thank you for this opportunity to address such a distinguished 

audience. I wish to express my sincere gratitude to her Royal Highness Princess Lalla Salma, 

Patron for Cancer Control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, for her strong commitment 

and ongoing efforts in the fight against cancer, and to Her Excellency the Minister of Health 

of Morocco for her support to all cancer control programmes. 

I am also grateful to EMRA for taking the initiative to strengthen the effectiveness of 

the fight against cancer in Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean Region, and to this 

gathering of cancer experts, cancer fighters, the public and nongovernmental organizations 

for participating in this forum which is focusing on challenges and opportunities in cancer 

control in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you all know, cancer is a complex disease which must be tackled on multiple fronts 

by multiple partners. According to the latest report from the International Agency for 

Research on Cancer (IARC), an estimated 12.7 million new cancer cases and 7.6 million 

cancer deaths occurred in 2008. IARC also projects that, assuming underlying rates of cancer 

remain unchanged over the next two decades, by 2030 there will be almost 21.4 million new 

cases diagnosed annually and over 13.2 million deaths from cancer, with a higher proportion 
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of the cancer burden in less developed countries, in terms of both cancer incidence and cancer 

mortality. 

On a regional level, cancer is ranked fourth for mortality in the adult population, closely 

following cardiovascular diseases, infectious diseases and parasitic diseases, and injuries. But 

it is anticipated that over the years, this serious public health problem will become worse, 

with an increase in its incidence and mortality as the population increases and ages.  

We have known for some time that up to 40% of all cases of cancer can be prevented by 

reducing smoking, improving diet and physical activity, decreasing alcohol consumption, 

eliminating carcinogens in the workplace, and by vaccinating against hepatitis B and human 

papillomavirus (HPV). Similarly, a significant proportion of cancer cases can be treated if 

detected at an early stage, notably breast cancer, the most common cancer in the Region. 

Other cases may be handled efficiently through appropriate palliative care.  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Considering the significant burden of cancer in the Region, and in order to lay the 

foundations for a coordinated comprehensive approach to cancer control in the Region, the 

recently endorsed regional cancer control strategy represents a key milestone for the fight 

against cancer. The strategy and the framework for country action provide guidance, 

technical support and a basic model for approaches that can be introduced as broad public 

health measures and specific clinical interventions. 

Of course, there are national differences in the number of cancer cases, access to 

treatment, available resources, and above all differences in outcomes and survival rates. 

Nevertheless, no matter what resource constraints a country faces, a well structured and 

managed national cancer control plan will reduce cancer incidence and improve the lives of 

people living with cancer. It is possible to significantly improve the fight against cancer in all 

countries through effective coordination. Synergy between the public, nongovernmental 

organizations, WHO and other agencies are crucial to move this agenda forward and support 

resource mobilization. 

As you know, the resources available for the fight against cancer in most countries of 

the Region are not only inadequate, but are also devoted almost exclusively to treatment. 

Such an approach, although effective to some extent, is not appropriate because the 
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possibility of treatment is directly related to the stage at which the cancer is diagnosed. In 

most of our countries, cancer is usually diagnosed at a relatively advanced stage.  

In this forum, you will discuss resource mobilization and social mobilization to enable 

action to deal effectively with cancer, particularly in the countries with limited resources. 

Your alliance is a positive mechanism to ensure the continued availability of funds for 

dynamic control action against cancer. We are confident that the Alliance will continue to be 

a strong entity, well prepared to meet cancer challenges.  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I wish you all the best in this forum. May it be fruitful and successful.  

Thank you. 


