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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First allow me to welcome you all to the WHO Regional Office for the 

Eastern Mediterranean. It is indeed an honour to host this event – the first in 

Egypt and the Region to mark the World day for remembrance for victims of road 

crashes, observed across the world on the third Sunday in November each year.  

This Day initially designated by victim organizations, was recognized by 

the United Nations General Assembly on 26 October 2005. The Day is observed 

to recognize and pay due respects to the thousands of people killed on the roads 

every day, to the families and friends who have lost their loved ones and to the 

survivors whose lives will never be the same again. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

More than 1.2 million lives are lost to the world’s roads every year and up 

to 50 million others are injured – the combined population of five of the world’s 

large cities. Over 90% of this death toll is borne by low-income and middle-

income countries.  

 

  



In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the number of road traffic deaths has 

been rising steadily over the past decade. The Eastern Mediterranean Region has 

the unfortunate distinction of having the highest overall road traffic injury fatality 

rate (of 32 per 100 000 population) in the world. Young people, at the height of 

their potential and the most productive age group are the most affected. Road 

traffic injuries are also among the leading causes of death among children and 

people of working age. The direct cost of road deaths for the Region’s countries is 

estimated to be US$ 7.5 billion annually. 

This puts tremendous pressure not only on the public sector health care 

services, but incurs other direct and indirect burdens on the national exchequer. 

The World Bank has estimated this cost for low and middle-income countries at 

1–1.5 per cent of the total gross national product per year. Looking at the current 

trend of the Region, this can be expected to be higher than the global estimate. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

While acknowledging the huge magnitude of the problem and the efforts 

needed to address it, we also know that the solutions are known and have 

succeeded in other countries. Road safety can and does happen through the 

deliberate and determined efforts of the many sectors of society, both 

governmental and nongovernmental.  

One important actor is the civil society through its different organizations; 

the voice of the people. Through this important forum, many people who have 

lost dear ones on the roads have gone beyond their torment and do their utmost to 

spare others what they have suffered. As I salute all vigilant efforts to make safety 

a reality on our roads, a special appreciation goes to those who have overcome 

their personal grief and turned frustration and tragedy into positive action.  

I hope that the Remembrance Day will serve as an opportunity to solidify 

commitment and galvanize action to improve safety on our roads. 

May God bless you in your endeavours.  


