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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the Intercountry meeting on developing a 

mechanism of action for the implementation of resolution EM/RC56/R.7: Road traffic 

injuries: a growing public health concern. 

This meeting comes at a time of heightened momentum in the global and regional 

commitment to the cause of road safety. It is a joint endeavour by WHO and its partners to 

translate such commitment into a reality in different countries – an opportunity to turn 

words into action.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We all know that road traffic crashes cause nearly 1.3 million deaths every year, 

disproportionately affecting the poor and vulnerable. Ninety per cent of road traffic deaths 

occur in low- and middle-income countries that have less than half of the world’s registered 

vehicles. Indeed more than half of those killed would not even be in a car. Death represents 

only the tip of the iceberg. Non-fatal road traffic injuries affect 20 million to 50 million 

people every year with resultant disability in various forms and degrees. The human 

suffering is incalculable, and the economic cost can be horrific, being estimated at 1% to 

3% of gross national product in different countries. 
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In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the findings are quite alarming. The past five 

years have witnessed a sharp rise in road traffic deaths. According to the global and 

Eastern Mediterranean Region status reports on road safety, death rates due to road traffic 

crashes are currently highest in the Eastern Mediterranean and African regions, at 32.2 

deaths per 100 000 population. This is a development in the wrong direction; in 2002, the 

rate in our Region stood at 26.4 deaths per 100 000, second to the African Region. In 

addition to the public health impact, the social and economic costs of road traffic crashes 

are as high as 1%to 1.5% of the gross national product of most countries of the Region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The urgent need to address this rising toll is clear. The necessary actions are no secret. 

They are widely known and have been proven to work in different places and diversified 

settings. Our Region should be no exception. Addressing road safety as a public health 

issue and adopting a systems approach can undoubtedly reduce related mortality and 

morbidity. 

In order to coordinate and consolidate comprehensive and concerted preventive 

actions in our Region, a landmark resolution on road safety was endorsed by the Member 

States last year at the 56th Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean. The 

resolution calls for a national multisectoral mechanism to address road safety as a public 

health issue; for specific actions to minimize injuries and their consequences and 

evaluation of the impact of these actions; for multisectoral injury surveillance systems; for 

sufficient financial and human resources; for capacity development in primary prevention; 

and for development of partnerships.  

At the global level, the First Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety, held in 

November 2009, called upon the UN General Assembly to declare a Decade of Action for 

Road Safety, with a goal of stabilizing and then reducing the forecast level of global road 

deaths by 2020. The Decade was officially announced in March 2010 and a planning 

action document has been prepared by WHO and its partners in the UN Road Safety 

Collaboration. This reinforces the collective high-level commitment undertaken at regional 

level. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Regional Committee resolution EM/RC56/R.7 Road safety: a growing public 

health concern is undoubtedly a golden opportunity to catalyse action, both in the Region 

and in countries. We need to work hand in hand to turn the provisions of this resolution 

into workable actions on the ground. This is the main reason we are all here today. 

I count on your wisdom and expertise to take this landmark resolution from rhetoric to 

structured deeds and actions with achievable targets – actions to prevent the tragedies and 

torment caused by crashes on our roads. 

I wish you a successful meeting. May God bless you all. 

 
 


