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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to welcome you all to the Programme Managers’ Meeting on Elimination of 

Leprosy. I would like to thank the Ministry of Public Health of Lebanon for hosting the meeting 

and supporting us in its organization. 

As you know, the leprosy problem in our Region is not as big as in other parts of the world. 

However, we have a number of countries that are in conflict or war and have problems of 

population displacement. These situations prevent implementation of the proper control strategies 

against leprosy and will delay efforts to eliminate leprosy at district level in the problematic areas. 

These countries are in need of support to strengthen their programmes and to help the affected 

people. The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean is doing its best to provide 

support within its limited resources for leprosy. I would like here to thank our partners in Somalia, 

Sudan and Afghanistan for their efforts to provide leprosy services in such difficult settings. In 

particular, I thank The Nippon Foundation for its support to the regional programme and countries 

in emergency. We are also grateful for the efforts of WHO headquarters and the grant from 

Novartis to secure free drugs to all leprosy cases in need of treatment in our Region and all around 

the world. 

Dear Colleagues 

During your meeting, you will be tackling different aspects of the Enhanced Global 

Strategy for Further Reducing the Disease Burden due to Leprosy 2011–2015, and its related 

topics. The presenters will be a mix of regional and international experts. In addition to the 
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presentations, this meeting will also have a session of group work which will gather your input on 

two important topics: early case finding and improving community awareness. We hope the 

meeting will be successful and will achieve its objectives. We also hope that the information you 

discuss in the meeting will be reflected in your national programmes. 

I am pleased to tell you that tomorrow we will have a special session in the morning where 

we will be honoured with the attendance of His Excellency Dr Mohammed Khalife, Minister of 

Public Health of Lebanon, Dr Hussein A. Gezairy, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern 

Mediterranean, and Mr Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination 

and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.  

I will stop here before taking more of your time. I wish to invite Dr Myo Htoon, Team 

Leader, Global Leprosy Programme to deliver his opening remarks. 

Thank you. 

 


