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Your Royal Highness Prince Abdulaziz bin Ahmed Al Saud,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to the WHO Regional Office for the 

IAPB Board of Trustees’ meeting.  

The year 2010 marks the halfway point of the global initiative of VISION 2020 – 

the Right to Sight, the main objective of which is to eliminate avoidable blindness by the 

year 2020.  To date, significant global progress has been made in areas of advocacy, and 

most of the Member States are committed to providing support for eye care and blindness 

prevention. 

It was thanks to strong advocacy on the part of His Royal Highness Prince 

Abdulaziz bin Ahmed Al Saud and to the support of Member States in the Region, that the 

World Health Assembly, in 2003, adopted resolution WHA56.26 on the elimination of 

avoidable blindness. This created a global mandate for the objectives of the VISION 2020 

initiative. Subsequently in 2006, the Health Assembly endorsed another resolution, 

WHA59.25, on the prevention of avoidable blindness and visual impairment, which 

expanded upon the base created by the original resolution. Subsequently, in 2009, the 

sixty-second World Health Assembly endorsed resolution WHA62.1 and also endorsed the 

action plan for blindness prevention, requesting Member States to implement the action 

plan for the prevention of avoidable blindness in accordance with national priorities.  

During the past decade, global momentum has been created for tackling blindness 

due to cataract, and progress has been made in the fight against blinding trachoma and 
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onchocerciasis (river blindness). Cataract still remains a major challenge in many 

developing countries in the Eastern Mediterranean Region including Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. Emerging challenges, such as the chronic conditions 

of diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma and age-related macular degeneration will increase the 

number of blind. To achieve the ultimate goal of eliminating avoidable blindness, we need 

to expand our partnerships, mobilize further resources and put the strategy into action at 

the country level. I would like to commend the IAPB-EMR for its continued support and 

partnership in the prevention of blindness. In order to eliminate avoidable blindness by 

2020, more emphasis should be focused on priority areas, such as gender equity and social 

justice in the underserved countries. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 Our strength is partnership. I am pleased to inform you that our partnership is expanding 

to enhance the implementation of prevention of blindness activities and strengthen the 

capacity of Member States to eliminate avoidable blindness and visual impairment in the 

Region. The Regional Office is closely working with partners to support regional and 

national workshops, develop national eye care plans, train human resources, expand eye 

care in the underserved communities and conduct outreach programmes of cataract 

surgery. Our partners in these endeavours are ministries of health, IMPACT-EMR, IAPB-

EMR, Al Basar International Foundation, the Arab Medical Union, Al Noor  Magrabi  

Foundation ,  Christoffel Blindenmission (CBM), the Federation of International Medical 

Associations (FIMA), Layton Rahmatulla Benevolent Trust (LRBT), Lions Clubs 

International Foundation (LCIF), Nadi Al Bassar, Rotary Clubs International, Sightsavers, 

WHO collaborating centres and other nongovernmental organizations. 

I am pleased to say that all 22 countries in the Region have drafted national plans, 

national committees have been formed and 14 countries are implementing the national 

plan with limited resources. Furthermore, His Excellency the President of Sudan and the 

Government of Pakistan have provided resources for eye care and blindness prevention 

activities.  I hope more support will be provided by governments to advance eye care in the 

Region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am pleased to inform you that despite the limited resources, the Regional Office 

has provided over US$ 3 million to support eye care and prevention of blindness under 

collaborative activities with Member States during the past three biennia from regular and 
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extrabudgetary resources. Attention has been given to the priority countries––Afghanistan, 

Djibouti, Iraq, Pakistan, Palestine, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen.  Eye care has been 

expanded in Genina, Sudan and the national eye centre has been established in Mogadishu. 

Although the Health Assembly has endorsed the action plan, it is very important for all of 

us to mobilize new resources to implement comprehensive eye care plans in Member 

States in the Region, with a special emphasis on priority countries.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Once again, I would like to thank all partners who are present with us today 

particularly Mr Christian Garms, Chairman and President of the Board of Trustees of the  

International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness, and His Royal Highness Prince 

Abdulaziz bin Ahmed Al-Saud, Chairman of IMPACT–EMR, for their continuous support 

for prevention blindness activities in the Region.  

I wish you all success during the Board Meeting in Cairo and assure you of our 

continuous support to the elimination of avoidable blindness and visual impairment in the 

Region. 


