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Your Excellencies Dr Hatem El Gabaly, Your Excellency Dr Moushira Khattab 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very pleased to join you in celebrating World Sight Day, at the National Eye Centre, 

Cairo, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, Egypt and our partners. As many of you are 

aware, World Sight Day is an international day of awareness-raising, held annually on the 

second Thursday of October, to focus attention on the global issue of avoidable blindness and 

visual impairment. This year, World Sight Day falls on 14 October.  

The theme of World Sight Day 2010 is ‘Countdown to 2020’.  This year marks the 

halfway point since the launch of the global initiative VISION 2020: the Right to Sight.  During 

the past ten years, significant improvements have been made in advocacy, and in disease control 

for cataract and trachoma.  However, there is a great deal left to do, and only 10 years remaining 

to do it.   

According to the latest WHO estimates, 4% of the world’s population are blind or 

visually impaired.  Around 37 million people in the Eastern Mediterranean Region suffer from 

visual impairment due to eye disease or uncorrected refractive errors. Of these, 5.3 million 

people are blind, with around 90% living in low-income countries. In Egypt it is estimated that 

over 800 000 people are blind.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In an effort to strengthen eye health in the rural underserved population and to collect 

data on blindness and visual impairment, WHO in collaboration with the Ministry of Health, 
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Egypt, and the National Eye Centre, conducted a rapid assessment of avoidable blindness 

earlier this year in the five Governorates of Beni Suef, Fayoum, Kafr El-Sheikh, Minya and 

Sohag.  The survey findings indicate that among these governorates, Beni Suef has the 

highest blindness prevalence rate – around 9% of the population above the age of 50 years.  

In 2003, Al-Noor Magrabi Foundation conducted a survey to assess the prevalence of 

trachoma in Egypt. The survey findings showed that active trachoma constituted a public health 

problem in some governorates, such as Fayoum, Menoufiya and Minya.  Building on this 

survey, and in an effort to eliminate blinding trachoma in Egypt, I am pleased to say that WHO, 

in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and the National Eye Centre, is planning to conduct 

a new survey in Fayoum and Kafr El-Sheikh governorates to evaluate the current prevalence of 

active trachoma among children below 9 years of age. Moreover, WHO will also support the 

Ministry of Heath in developing a district comprehensive eye care plan for Beni Suef, Fayoum, 

Kafr El-Sheikh, Minya and Sohag through a planning workshop to enhance eye care activities in 

the underserved governorates. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I would like to highlight the fact that 80% of global blindness is preventable or treatable. 

Cost-effective interventions are available for the major causes of avoidable blindness. In order to 

improve the eye health situation, the World Health Assembly adopted two resolutions 

(WHA56.26 and WHA62.1) on the elimination of avoidable blindness and the prevention of 

avoidable blindness and visual impairment, respectively. Subsequently, in 2009, the sixty-

second World Health Assembly endorsed a resolution and an action plan for blindness 

prevention, requesting Member States to implement the action plan for the prevention of 

avoidable blindness in accordance with national priorities, and within the primary health care 

approach. However, despite significant progress in the area of eye health care, there are still 

many countries and communities where the prevalence of avoidable blindness is unacceptably 

high. Although eye care is part of the health care system, eye care has not been sufficiently 

integrated at all levels of health care delivery especially in primary health care. Unfortunately, 

many policy-makers are not well aware that 80% of global blindness is preventable or treatable 

and that cost-effective interventions for the treatment of the major causes of avoidable blindness 

are available. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, WHO is working with many partners to address 

the causes of blindness and visual impairment. Of these, I would like to commend the great 
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contributions and efforts of the Lions Club – District 352 in Egypt for their initiative to 

establish Ashmoun Eye Centre in Menoufiya, which will greatly contribute to alleviating 

avoidable blindness in the underserved areas. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to thank H.E. the Minister of Health, the National Eye Centre and all those 

present with us today, particularly the Lions Clubs International foundations for their invaluable 

support to eliminate avoidable blindness in Egypt. My special thanks goes also to Al-Noor 

Magrabi Foundation, the Arab Medical Union, the Egyptian Association for the Prevention of 

Blindness, Egyptian Ophthalmological Society, Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social 

Services (CEOSS), Rotary International, universities and the media for their dedication and 

commitment to support the blindness prevention activities. 

On this World Sight Day, let us redouble our determination to build on past success and 

to rally our forces against the remaining obstacles to ensure that access to eye care is 

available to the underserved blind population in the Region.   

Thank you. 


