
 
 

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Opening remarks 

to the 

INTERCOUNTRY WORKSHOP ON QUALITY OF SURVEILLANCE AND REVISION 
FOR TUBERCULOSIS BURDEN 

   
 Cairo, Egypt, 27–29 October 2009  
 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure on behalf of the Regional Director to welcome you all to this training 

workshop on Quality of Surveillance and Revision of Estimates for Tuberculosis Burden. The 

estimation of the tuberculosis burden is crucial for measuring the impact of control measures 

and evaluating the progress of the Stop TB Strategy and progress towards the targets of the 

Millennium Development Goals. When a country has a good surveillance system, this system 

captures almost all the notified cases so that the notification rate can be used to measure 

tuberculosis incidence in the country.  

Unfortunately, this is not the situation in most of our countries where a considerable 

proportion of cases are treated in the private and public sector without being notified to the 

national control programmes. As a result, the real burden of tuberculosis in these countries is yet 

to be estimated. For this reason, the national tuberculosis control programmes, supported by 

WHO and its partners, are working together to estimate the real tuberculosis burden in their 

relevant countries.  

WHO and its partners have recommended several methods to estimate this burden. The 

first step is to evaluate the quality of surveillance data in terms of reliability and completeness. 

The aim is to evaluate the proportion of incident tuberculosis cases that are included in the TB 

notifications, and to determine whether the trends in TB notifications reflect the trends in TB 

incidence.  

In this workshop, there will be plenary sessions on the WHO recommended methods for 

estimating the TB burden, and group work to discuss the subnational data of your own country 

and provide additional information using various tools. The outcome of this exercise will be to 

reach consensus on the estimated burden of tuberculosis in your countries. There will also be 
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discussions and agreement on the next steps needed to reach more accurate estimates in some 

countries. 

I wish you all a successful workshop and a pleasant stay in Egypt. 

Thank you.  


