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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the 13th intercountry meeting of 

Directors of Poliovirus Laboratories in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. I wish to express 

our gratitude to the Government of Jordan for agreeing to host the meeting and for the 

excellent arrangements made in this regard.  The presence of the representative of His 

Excellency the Minister of Health in this session is a reflection of the priority given by the 

Government of Jordan to polio eradication. 

I wish to acknowledge the presence of national responsible officers for polio 

laboratories in the Region and to commend them for the excellent standard of work in the 

network.  I would like to use this occasion to thank the polio partners and collaborators for 

their continued contribution and commitment towards achieving the goal of polio eradication. 

I wish also to welcome and thank representatives of the US Centers for Disease Control and 

prevention, the national Institute for Public Health and Environment of the Netherlands 

(RIVM), the National Institute for Biological Standards and Control, UK, Kenya Medical 

Research Institute (KEMRI), the WHO Regional Office for Africa and WHO Headquarters. 
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Dear Colleagues,  

Our Region continues its efforts towards polio eradication despite many challenges.  

Unfortunately, in 2008 we saw an increase in the number of polio cases in the two endemic 

countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan, and re-introduction of the wild poliovirus into Sudan. 

The increase in Pakistan was a real set-back, as it affected many of the districts which had 

been polio-free for several years, in addition to those where the virus has been endemic.  The 

unfortunate developments with respect to security have limited accessibility to children in 

these areas.  The situation in Afghanistan has again limited accessibility to children both for 

routine and supplementary immunization in the south; so the virus continues to circulate.  The 

importation that happened in mid 2008 into southern Sudan swept through almost all the 

southern states with off shoots to Khartoum and the Red Sea States in the north, and reached 

also Kenya and Uganda.  The laboratory network as usual has held up to expectations in 

response to these outbreaks and I wish to take this opportunity to thank the Kenya Medical 

Research Institute (KEMRI) laboratory for its continued support to the eradication efforts in 

Somalia and southern Sudan. 

Dear Colleagues, 

We are proud of the readiness of the network laboratories to adapt to changing 

technologies and approaches in the polio eradication initiative.  Last year, the new testing 

algorithm was established in all Eastern Mediterranean Region polio network laboratories and 

this year the polio diagnostic real-time PCR method is being introduced in intratypic 

differentiation (ITD) laboratories. I understand that it is already fully operational in the 

laboratories in Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan and I look forward to similar progress in 

other remaining ITD laboratories by the end of 2009. I appreciate the efforts of all who 

contributed to the development, standardization and field testing of these new procedures, 

which will help the laboratories to shorten reporting time even further and to improve the 

detection of vaccine-derived polioviruses. I sincerely hope that technical issues and 

troubleshooting for smooth introduction of the new PCR methods will be discussed here this 

week. 

The implementation of environmental surveillance in Pakistan is another landmark in 

the polio eradication initiative, which will further guide the Pakistan polio eradication 

programme. This strategy continues to prove its value in Egypt. Through it, two importation 
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were detected in a timely manner and were effectively addressed. As a result no cases 

occurred and the imported viruses are no longer being detected. 

Dear Colleagues, 

The polio laboratory network is always considered as a model for developing laboratory 

support for surveillance of other vaccine-preventable diseases, such as measles and rubella, 

and lately for the diagnosis of H1N1 infections. I wish to reiterate our encouragement to the 

network to extend support to other programmes, provided that there is no diversion of 

resources specified for polio work, and that attention is given to maintaining the high standard 

of performance you have already achieved. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for your commitment and for your efforts 

towards achieving a polio-free world. I wish you a productive meeting and a pleasant stay in 

Amman. 


