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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure on behalf of the Regional Director to welcome you all to this training 

workshop on managing medicines and pharmaceutical supplies for tuberculosis. It is the third 

time we have held this workshop in the past four years, and I would like to thank the Stop TB 

Partnership, Global Drug Facility and Management Sciences for Health (MSH) for their support 

in this regard.  

We all know that DOTS plays an important role in the Stop TB strategy. One of the 

components of the DOTS strategy is a sustainable supply of medicines, which is part of the 

quality medicine management cycle. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean Region despite the fact that most of the 22 countries have an 

essential medicines policy, the tuberculosis medicines management system is very weak. For 

example, there has been irregular supply of medicines in some countries, as well as shortage of 

medicines and weakness in the quality assurance systems. The Global Drug Facility, started in 

2001, has contributed to improving tuberculosis medicines management. However, we still need 

to work together to improve the medicines management system in all countries. 

Dear Colleagues, it is extremely important to fully operationalize the Stop TB strategy to 

achieve the Millennium Development Goals. A sustainable medicines supply is an essential 

component of the global strategy. As you know, tuberculosis is a disease which is preventable 

and curable, yet still it claims more than 300 000 human lives every year in the Eastern 
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Mediterranean Region. The Stop TB strategy provides us with an open space in which to 

streamline the efforts of individuals, institutions, governments and civil society to help save the 

millions of people infected and affected by tuberculosis.  

WHO is committed to building capacity in the countries in all areas of need. The medicines 

management system is one such important field. In-country capacity is a priority for WHO and is 

necessary to implement projects efficiently and in a timely manner. This is particularly 

highlighted when a funding mechanism like the Global Fund is involved, where so much 

emphasis is put on performance.  

The objectives of this workshop are to train national tuberculosis programme staff dealing 

with tuberculosis medicines on different tools of the management cycle for first and second line 

medicines, in order to assist countries to improve the management of such medicines, and to 

establish good and functional communication between the essential medicines unit and the 

national tuberculosis programme in every country. 

I hope this workshop will be a useful step in strengthening the tuberculosis medicines 

management cycle in all countries. The knowledge and skills that will be gained through this 

workshop must be fully utilized and put into practice e in daily work. I would like to draw your 

attention to the extensive work needed to make this workshop a success. I ask all of you to make 

the utmost of this workshop, to benefit through discussion, open exchange of experience and 

planning in the future. 

I wish you all a successful workshop and a pleasant stay in Tunisia. 


