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Population surveys, using a representative, randomly selected sample of sufficiently 

large size, can provide good estimates of tobacco use patterns within an acceptable margin of 

error. Surveys can be conducted on tobacco use alone or can be combined with surveys of 

other priority health issues. 

Surveys should be repeated at regular intervals using the same questions, sampling, 

data analysis and reporting techniques so that data are comparable across different survey 

years. This is necessary to enable accurate evaluation of the impact of tobacco control 

interventions over time. And that is exactly what the Global Tobacco Surveillance System  

has been providing to countries for the last 10 years. 

 Having said that, it is my pleasure also to announce that based on the Global Youth 

Tobacco Survey Conference held in Atlanta in the United States of America in June this year; 

the first evaluation of policy based on the results of implementing the survey will be held in 

the Region in April in 2010. We are hopeful that this meeting will lead to in-depth analyses 

and significant changes in tobacco control policies at national level. 

Ladies and gentlemen;  

In 2007 a new component was added to the Global Tobacco Surveillance System – a 

Global Adult Tobacco Survey. The Adult Tobacco Survey was pilot-tested in Egypt in 2008–

2009 and is considered the jewel of the crown, from which all Member States should benefit, 

not only a small group. How to ensure that all Member States do benefit is the question on 

which I will end my speech; knowing very well that this distinguished group of professionals 

are certain to find the answer; in order that at next year’s workshop the Global Adult Tobacco 

Survey can be included, in addition to the Global Youth Tobacco Survey and the Global 

Health Professions Student Survey. 

I would like to commend the tremendous efforts, commitment and collaboration of all 

coordinating agencies at global, regional and country level throughout the past years. 

I wish you all a successful workshop and I hope that next year you will be 

implementing effective evidence-based control programmes; based on the reports and results 

that you will take home from this training. 


