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Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

People often think tuberculosis is a disease of the past. I often hear people saying 

tuberculosis was eradicated a long time ago and is merely a disease of antiquity. I am sorry 

but this is wrong. Tuberculosis is globally epidemic. Tuberculosis is present in every corner 

of the world. Every day, 5000 people die of tuberculosis. It is even becoming more 

problematic because of the emergence of drug-resistant forms, called multi-drug resistant, or 

MDR tuberculosis. Every year, 511 000 people develop MDR tuberculosis in the world. What 

makes us yet more worried is that 50 000 of them are suffering from the extensively drug 

resistant, or XDR, tuberculosis. This form of tuberculosis is virtually incurable.  

 
Tuberculosis has not been eradicated in the countries of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean 

Region. Every year, more than 110 000 people die unnecessarily from this disease in the 

Region. And, as elsewhere in the world, multi-drug resistant tuberculosis is increasing in the 

Region too, and there is every reason to assume that extensively drug resistant tuberculosis is 

also present in the Region. Therefore, tuberculosis is an important health and development 

problem in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

 

Let me ask you a simple question. How many people do you think suffer from 

tuberculosis today in the Region? One hundred thousand? Two hundred thousand? The 

answer is 800 000. Today, at this point in time, in the 22 countries of the Region, a total of 

800 000 people suffer from tuberculosis, which is appallingly close to one million people. 
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Many of them are young. Almost all of them have families. And none of them need to suffer 

from this preventable and curable disease. 

  

We have to stop this. 

 

The Million Youth March to Stop Tuberculosis was generated to realize our care for those 

suffering from tuberculosis. We have one million people suffering, so we need one million 

people who care. We need one million people to show our support and commitment to those 

unnecessarily suffering.  

 
Today is the day that we must get together, pool our resources and put up a joint fight on 

an urgent basis. This objective of collective action can only be achieved when governments 

are joined in action against tuberculosis by wider partners, including civil society, 

nongovernmental organizations, the private health sector, the media, business sector, 

academia, and so on. Here, I must say that communities hold the key to making such 

partnerships to stop TB successful. 

 

We will mark this day by holding the “I am stopping TB” Million Youth March. A march 

of young people to affirm their support to 1 million tuberculosis patients in the Region. From 

Pakistan to Morocco, schoolchildren, college and university students and other segments of 

society will join hands with ministries of health will rise to the call of “I am stopping TB”, 

because they know a secure future lies in a TB free world.  

 

This is indeed historic. Such a large gathering of young people has never happened in our 

Region for tuberculosis. It signifies the collective will of this Region to fight and defeat 

tuberculosis in our societies. Let’s all be part of this Million Youth March in our countries 

and raise a collective voice “I am stopping TB and I must stop TB”. 

 

 


