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Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Lebanon for the launching of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region Evidence-Informed Policy Network, also known as EVIPNet EMR. 

For all of us this is a landmark meeting, for it is a gathering of experts from some of the 

leading institutes of the world, from WHO headquarters and from the Region. All are here to 

deliberate on how to strengthen the capacity of the countries of the Region to produce and use 

research for providing better health to their people. I would especially like to welcome 

national policymakers from the Region, whose presence and support here is crucial to this 

process. 

Regional EVIPNets have already been launched in Africa, Asia and the Americas, as 

have 25 national EVIPNets. These have significantly helped in bringing together policy-

makers, health system managers and researchers to develop a continuous and sustainable 

mechanism to promote access to and use of research evidence. I am confident that EVIPNet 

EMR will provide a similar mechanism to enhance links between the concerned and relevant 

stakeholders for developing the capacity to access and apply evidence in the countries of the 

Region, particularly focusing on emerging needs experienced by local, national and regional 

stakeholders and shaped by the local context. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We find ourselves in this Region at a crossroads even in the first decade of the present 

century. On the one hand, we continue to witness the tremendous development in the field of 

health services, unparalleled in any other period of human history. This health revolution has 

brought about huge reductions in disease and mortality, and better understanding of disease 

pathogenesis, prevention, diagnosis and cure. On the other hand, sadly, we are witness to the 

fact that this health revolution has left out more than a billion people in the developing world. 

The disparities and inequalities in access to proper health care provision are still glaringly 

obvious worldwide and equally rampant in most of the countries of our Region. Even within 

countries, the distribution and delivery of health care is often distorted, to the disadvantage of 

the poor, the marginalized and the vulnerable.  

Health inventions are now a source of economic development in much of the 

industrialized world. Unfortunately, we live in that part of the world where the understanding, 

perceptions and distribution of fairness, equity, justice, knowledge, wealth, power and health 

are all skewed. In addition, the evolution in technologies in the industrialized countries is 

threatening to widen the gap between the developed and developing world. It is therefore 

imperative for us to reach out now and make use of these advances––through enhanced 

participation in health innovation and research for health. Otherwise, the bridging of the 

health divide in the global village will remain a dream beyond reach.  

Funding for health care in many countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region is less 

than is required and desired. However, it is even less for health resaerch. There is already 

ample evidence that the fruits of research and development not only augment epidemiological 

and clinical approaches to health care, but also contribute significantly to overall national 

economic growth. It is therefore of paramount importance that we adopt approaches to 

develop the research culture within the Region. Utilizing and sharing existing resources, 

networking and focusing on priorities will maximize the much needed benefits in this field. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Several countries of our Region have developed and established well recognized 

centres of scientific research. However, the focus of investment in research in the Region has 

largely been in sectors other than health. As a result, health-related research has been mostly 

basic or academic in nature. Although a number of countries now have reasonably well 

established centres for research and development in clinical research, molecular-based 
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disease diagnosis, and drugs and vaccines, these efforts, have not yet had the overall desired 

impact. The reasons for this are many, but mostly concern a lack of the skills and capacity-

building needed throughout the process of research to policy. Perhaps one key factor 

impeding evidence informed policy-making is our inability to share information, skills and 

resources. All of us have witnessed the success of the Human Genome Project in this decade. 

None of the industrialized countries could ever have accomplished this on their own. The 

success of this project was the culmination of a coordinated effort between hundreds of 

scientists in China, France, Germany, Japan, United Kingdom and United States of America 

who worked together for a common goal. Networking, linking and sharing information 

exemplify the successful models of research even in developing countries, such as Brazil, 

Cuba, India and others.  

This gathering provides us with an invaluable opportunity to discuss and debate how 

best the goals of EVIPNet EMR can be achieved in this Region. I sincerely hope that you will 

earnestly work together to explore ways of building sustainable partnerships and link among 

all the players and actors in research for health in the Region, and especially between 

researchers and policy-makers.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for taking time to 

come to this important regional workshop for the launching of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region Evidence-Informed Policy Network. I am very thankful to the Ministry of Health of 

Lebanon for its kind hospitality and every kind of help. I hope that you will have some time 

at least to enjoy the magnificent beauty and charm of this country and the warmth of its 

people. I wish you good luck in your endeavour. 


